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will give it the proper direction and state the rea- | 
gons why it is done. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. My worthy 
friend, the honorable Senator from Georgia, [Mr. 
Dawson,] labors under a very material misap- | 
prehension. ‘The proposition is not to publish all | 
these names, nor to publish these sheets, but, 
when this information ts collected, it is to take the | 
same direction as it always hasdone before. The | 
information is to bé classified and arranged and 

t ina useful form, and when so condensed and | 
arranged, the results are to be printed. 

The practice has been heretofore to make a wide | 
sheet for the enumerations; to put down together | 
ail those of five years of age or under five, then of | 
ten, or between five and ten, and so on, rising by 
fves, in the classification. Well, sir, in order to 
supersede that very troublesome labor, in which | 

ou have to make a great many classes, and are 
subject to a good many errors, the committee | 

| 


} 





came to the conclusion that it would be less labor | 
to take the name of every individual and the age | 
of every individual; the place of residence being 

also given in the caption, and the place of birth in 
the answer. Every one may see how readily all | 
this can be taken down, and the result that comes | 
out of it, and that there is less labor than the old 
mode of taking the census of the various classes 
into which it is divided. In the first place, the 
caption gives the place of residence; the answer | 
gives, if you please, the place of birth. That 
shows where every person of the twenty million | 


inhabitants of the United States was born, whether 
ina foreign country, or whether born in one State 
and removed toanother. It gives this information; 
and from it you can make the exact classification. 
Ifitis desirable to pursue the old method, as I think 
itis, you can put down all between five and ten, 
between ten and fifteen, and so on; and you will 
have call the material to do it, and in a form con- 
densed in which it can be taken with great | 
facility. And not only have you a classification 
of ages, but of birth-places and places of resi- 
dence. It gives you all those born in a foreign 
country—shows you the emigration from one 
State to another—and all that information which 
has been thought so desirable. It is these results 
which it is proposed, when a classification and | 
arrangement has been made, should be printed, | 
and not the original sheets. We do not propose | 
any enlargement of fhe printing, but that the con- 





F densation shall be as great as it has always been. 


| 
We propose that the printed sheets shall be no 
more numerous than they have always been. 
Now, that it will take many sheets to collect this | 
information in any form is certain; and lam not 
very certain that my friend can show that if he | 
fe the classification in the usual form, it will cost 
ess than in the shape which Wwe propose. The 
expense will amount to much the same in propor- 
tion. The taking the last census amounted to 
about $1,000,000. What it will amount to now, | 
with the country greatly enlarged, | am unable to 
say. Itisa mere matter of conjecture for any one 
to say. The estimate of the Secretary of the | 
Treasury may be too great or too small, but this 





We have not Pgionot in this bill to make an | 


appropriation of $1,200,000, but only to appropri- 
tte $150,000, supposing that to bea sum large 
enough to put this law in operation. And, when 
future appropriations are called for, Congress 
holds the whole matter in its own hands, to regu- 
late and govern it, according to its own discretion 
and judgment. Wedo not propose to throw out 
this $1,200,000, but simply to take preliminary 
steps, and to leave the whole matter of futnre 
4ppropriations in the hands of Congress. I believe, 
sir, that has been the way in which the business 

has been usually transacted. 
And now, sir, one word with 
minting, LI want no extrav 
tor from Arkansas [Mr. 


to the 
nee in it. The 
ORLAND]} says let 


the public printer do it. 1 ask the honorable Sen- 
ator if we can compel him to do it? If it is any 
part of his contract? Provided you call upon him 


'o execute the printing which this bill will neces- 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1850. 


sarily create, is he under any obligation to do it? 


| It has not been usual that this printing should fall 
|, under the regular and ordinary printing of Con- 


gress. 
p- || Mr. BORLAND. If the amendment is adopt- 


ed it will put this on the same footing with the 





contract. 
Mr. DAVIS. Then, sir, let me observe that 


|| this bill does not propose anything oud of the usual 


course. [| believe the phraseology of the bill is 
| nearly the same as that of its predecessors on this 
‘point have been. We have provided that the in- 
| formation shall be collected, classified, and ar- 
ranged, and we have suggested that when that is 


|| done a certain number of copies shall be ordered 


to be printed. If gentlemen think that there is 
any restraint necessary here, or that ‘there is any 
| danger that the printing will not be executed in an 
economical manner, or that there will be any un- 
due favoritism, | am entirely willing that economy 
should be secured in this arrangement. Then let 
me ask that this matter be committed to the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, because when Congress passed 
a law creating that Department, they expres:ly 
| transferred the duty in regard to the census to that 
office. The committee had no choice in the mat- 
| ter; the law had pointed out their duty in regard 
to it, and they had followed what seemed to be 
the expressed will of Congress in the matter, not 
| having themselves any choice as to the officer who 
2 carry this bill into execution, but taking 





that gentleman whom the law itself pointed out 
as the proper officer. 

Mr. BADGER. Ido not intend to enter into 
any discussion on the amendment of the honora- 
ble Senator from Arkansas, further than to say 
that I think he could notmake a more unfortunate 


selection than to select the printers of Congress to || 


execute the printing necessary under this census 
law, because I apprehend the printing requires to 
be done expeditiously. As soon as this bill shall 
pass and become a law, it is important that the 
printing should be at once executed, and that the 
various machinery should be set to work for the 
accomplishment of the enumeration designated by 
this bill. If any particular printer or printers are 
to be designated by the bill, it appears to me it 
would be better that this large amount of printing 
should be performed by any others than those 
charged with the large amount of business fur- 
nished by Congress. Senators will recollect that 
this is the long session of Congress, that we shall 
probably be in session during the whole of the 
summer, and the continual demand for the print- 
ing of documents ordered in the course of pro- 
ceedings here, and the printing to be done under 
the bill, will produce a conflict of interest, so that 
either the printing in relationJo the census, or that 
which legitimately belongs now to the printers to 
Congress, must be delayed. [I am quite content 
that the printing shall be under the charge of an 
officer who has a general charge of the subject, or 
either one of the commissioners, although, [ think, 
they did, in the first instance, fail in the effectual 
discharge of the particular duties committed to 
them; and I would much rather confer the author- 
ity on any one of the three commissioners than on 
all three together, for this, I think, would give us 
an effectual security that it would be performed. 


I mentioned, when I addressed the Senate be-- 


fore, that my own opinion was—and that | had 
entertained that opinion at the last session of Con- 
gress when the question was before us—that the 
statistical information should be disconnected from 
the enumeration of the inhabitants. I stated that 
I supposed the general sense of the body was 
against the view I entertained, and that therefore 
I would not undertake to. move an amendment; 
but I have reason to believe that the notions which 
I then entertained have met with the approbation 
of a larger portion of the members of the Senate 
than I supposed they would receive; and, believ- 
ing it to te a matter of serious importance that 
this ion should take place, [ intend to sub- 
mit a motion to take the sense of the Senate upon 
the subject. 
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| Sir, it is a great operatién to make an accurate 


| enumeration of the inhabitants of the country. It 
| 


other public printing, and will come within the |! 


} 


| 
| 


is one on which, under our system of government, 
| it is of the highest importance that the utmost care 
| should be bestowed, and, as far as possible, abso- 
| lute accuracy of the result obtained. 

Now this plan, by the way—and the thing has 
| grown from census to census—by which we throw 
| upon the marshals and their deputies—persons 
| not selected with any view to their qualificatiqns 
| for this service, and especially for obtaining sta- 
tistical information on this question—is, in my 
opinion, vicious in itself, if only the census was to 


| be taken. Is there any gentleman here who would 
be willing to pass a bill to intrust into the hands 


j 


| having a 


gain less by the collection of statistical information, 
| 

| over it. 

| 

| 


of the marshals in a large masa of districts the col- 
lecting of statistical information? 1 trust not one, 
They have no more capacity for that occupation, 
in virtue of having superadded’to it the duty of 
making a correct enumeration of the inhabitants, 
while the additional duty of making the enumera- 
tion prevents the full and efficient discharge of 
their trust. 

Now, sir, in regard to the portion of country in 
which | reside, and which Lin part represent on this 
floor, we are likely to suffer more in regard to ac- 
curacy of the enumeration of our inhabitants, and 


than can be said with regard to the inhabitants of 
the more populous an 


eastern portions of the 
United States. 


Ours is an agricultural country, 
opulation which is but thinly spread 
Vhat sort of accuracy is to be expected 
in statistical information as to the products of the 
various industrial pursuits of the southern portion 
of the United States? None whatever; buf, on the 
contrary, the deputy marshal and agent employed 





in taking the census comes to a plantation where 
he is to make an enumeration of the inhabitants. 
| He is paid—that I believe has always been the case 
heretofore—by the amount of work done, the polls 
embraced in his report to his principal or chief. It 
is obvious that he will hurry through everythin 
he has to do; that he will make very superficial 
inquiries, in order that he may give an equally 
superficial report as to the products of the planta- 
tion on which he isemployed. So faras | can ua- 
derstand this matter, this result is obvious. 

Well, then, with regard to the more populous 
portions of the country: it is clear that they are in 
the possession of means which make it necessary 
to furnish them with this information. Their sta- 
tistics, as a general thing, are known; and where 





| render statistics uncertain and mischievous, and 


they are not known they can easily be obtained. 
Their population is dense, their resources are great; 
and, after all, sir, my own opinion is—as was said 
by the Senator from New Hampshire—that we 
shall do much better to leave this question of sta- 
tistics to the several States of the 

We are charged by the Constitution with the 
performance of a high and important duty—that 
of obtaining an accurate, careful, and just enu- 
meration of the inhabitants, beéause upon that 
depends the representation of the people of the 
United States in the other House, and the due ap- 
portionment of the share of the public burdens of 
the country. Why should we needlessly take 
upon ourselves the discharge of duties which are 
not imposed upon us? And, if we will assume 
this duty, why should we unite it with another 
operation with which it appears to have no justor 
natural connection, and when the necessary and 
inevitable result is, in a greater or less degree, to 


nion. 


the enumeration of the inhabitants entirely unreli- 
able? 

Now, sir, with regard to the oa of my 
State, | do not wish that it should be over- 
looked, whatever the population may be. I do 
not desire that a single man, woman, or child, 
free or slave, actually resident within her borders, 
should be omitted from the enumeration; but, on » 
the coatrary, that we should have a just and care- 
ful representation of the true state of the popula- 
tidn, whatever weight the constitutional rule gives 
her to the administration in relation to the govern- 


| ment of the country. I believe it is directly th 








interest of every portion of the people of the Uni- 
ted States that these two subjects should not inter- 
fere. [ maintain that there is no just affinit 
between them; I see no good to arise out of this 
forced connection; I see mach mischief that may 
arise, and therefore I wish to see them severed. I 
would give nothing for the industrial statistics 
connected in this manner; for I am satisfied that 
they are not only worth nothing, but that they are 
calculated to do much mischief, and to produce 
false action and false results. 

‘I therefore move that the tall be recommitted to 
the committee from which it was reported, with 
instructions so to amend the bill as to confine its 
operations to the enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the United States, 

Mr. BUTLER. I have always had some doubt 
as to the propriety of making this census report 
the vehicle for obtaining information on other sub- 
jetts. These were the views I had at the last ses- 
sion, and were so expressed to the committee. 
The Constitution devolves on Congress the duty, 
and makes it imperative, to provide for taking the 
census every ten years. As incident to that, | 
very readily conceive that we can easily get an es- 
timate of property, personal and real, of all the 
inhabitants of the United States. ‘To that extent 
I am willing to gor Although this other informa- 
tion may be desirable, if we could collect it, the 
duty of Congress is confined, I think, to taking the 
census, and perhaps the amount of property, with 
a view to taxation. 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, being a member 
of the Committee on Printing, I wish to submit a 
few remarks to the Senate upon that subjeet. I 
have had the good fortune 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Arcni- 
son.) I would suggest to the Senator that the 
proposition now before the Senate is the motion 
made by the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Bapcer,] to recommit the bill with instructions to 
report an amendment. 

Mr. SMITH. If my remarks are not strictly 
in order, I do not desire any indulgence from the 
Senate, because I can make the suggestions which 
I wish to offer at another time, when they will be 
in order, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER ruied the remarks 
not in order. 

Mr. FOOTE. Does the Chair decide that it is 
not proper to debate the question now before us? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheChair ruled 
that it was not in order to debate the question of 
printing, the question before the Senate being the 
motion to recommit with instructions. 

Mr. FOOTE. If the honorable Senator from 
North Carolina [Mr. Bavcer} will withdraw his 
motion, I wish very much to be allowed to say a 
few words upon the question of printing. I hope 
that he will consent to withdraw it, as there are 
two of us who desire to be heard upon that 
question, 

Mr. BADGER thereupon withdrew the motion 
to recommit. 

Mr. SMITH. I was about to remark to the 
Senate, that it has been my good fortune to agree 
with the honorable chairman on all questions 
which have hitherto come before our committee; 
but we now come to a point in relation to which I 
am constrained to differ from my friend. There 
is only one thing wanting in the bill, as it comes 
from the committee, which I now suggest to the 
Senate—though I wish to remark, in the first place, 
that I fully accord in the opinion which has been 
expressed by my friends upon the other side of 
the Chamber, that the time has gone by for invest- 
ing the head of any department with an arbitrary 
discretion upon this subject of printing. The 
printing of the last census,we know very well, 
was done by Blair & Rives, under a contract, 
made, I suppose, by the State Department. It 
was printing that was not let out to the lowest 
bidder, and I have always understood that those 
gentleman made a very handsome fortune out of 
that operation. Now, it so happens, | suppose, 
that this bill, as drawn by the committee, so far as 
the printing of the census is concerned—I mean 
the results, the abstract of the work—is a mere 
copy of the old bill, as I understood the chairman 
of the committee to say—the bill under which 
Messrs. Blair & Rives were employed to print 
what we ordinarily call the census. It. will. be 
recollected that it was printed in two forms—a 
large form, and a ¢eompendium. This was all 
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done by Blair & Rives, under an.arbitrary power 
by the executive authorities of the country to make 
just such a contract as they pleased. 

Mr. DOWNS, (interposing.) Will the honor- 
able Senator please to state whether Blair & Rives 
were not public printers at the time. 

Mr. SMITH. Yes, sir. I believe they were 
the public printers; but they did not derive the 
authority, as 1 understand it, from that source. I | 
may be mistaken upon that subject; and if so, I 
trust } shall be corrected by some other gentleman 1 
of the Senate.. It is my impression that they did || 
not derive their authority to do the printing of the | 
census under the appointment of either of the two | 
Houses of Congress. It will be recollected that | 
Congress, at that time, appointed no public printer. | 
Each of the two branches of Congress elected its | 
printer. During the Twenty-sixth Congress, | 
(when the honorable gentleman put the question I | 
did not recollect the fact,) Thomas Allen was the 
printer of the House of Representatives, selected 
by that body. Blair & Rives, if I mistake not,°|| 
were the printers of the Senate; so that there was | 
no public printer in the sense which my honorable | 
friend has indicated; and I may say that the con- | 








| tract (I have no manner of doubt upon the point || 
| now) was made with the Executive Department || 


of the Government—probably with the Depart- || 
ment of State, conformably with the old law. 
Now, then, this committee has reported this 
bill, as I have*before remarked, containing the || 
provision of the old law, and conferring on the || 
head of the Department of the Interior the arbi- || 
trary power of making a contract with any indi- || 
vidual that he pleases, and upon any terms he | 
may see fit, without advertising, without com- 
petition. ‘To any such provision in this bill I am 
utterly opposed—not that I believe that the honor- 
able gentleman at the head of that department 
would abuse the trust thus confided in him; I am 





| 
| 
convinced he will execute it with as much fidelity | 
as any otner of the distinguished citizens of the || 
country. | 
Now, sir, in order to realize, or rather to carry || 
out, what has been the policy of the Government 
for several years past—to wit: to have all the pub- 
lic printing let ont at contract, and given to the 
lowest bidder—all that is required is the addition | 
of a few words to the last clause of the 20th sec- | 
tion. The last clause reads thus: 


“ And, further, as the returns are so made, to cause the 
same to be classified and arranged in the best and most con- 


| 





execute the printing of Congress. 
honorable Senator that this. is not printing § 

Congress. It is printing for the Deparifient v7 
the Interior, and for the people of the United 


States. 
Mr. BORLAND. Will the Senator 


I submit to the 


allow me? 


| The amendment which I propose.to be adopted is, 


to order this printing to be done by Co 
thus the same will come within the co 
public printers. 
Mr. SMITH. Iconceivenot. The gentlema 

knows very well that we have made an advanta. 

eous contract with these printers. He knows very 
well that they have stipulated to do the public print 
ing, I believe 1 would not be extravagant in ; 
for one-half of what it will cost them to 
work. When we have made—I will not call ita 
shaving contract, but it shaves mighty close—wl} 
the honorable Senator claim that we can impose all 


ngress, and 
ntract of the 


Saying 
do the 


sorts of public printing upon them? Can we order 


them to print the acts of Congress, or anything 
beyond what was agreed upon? Congress ouo); 
not to do this, simply because we have made a hard 
batrgain with these printers. No, sir; no, sir! 
that is not my understanding of the proper method 
of dealing with these people. Is it right, the ver 

moment that Congress finds out that they hive 
got an advantageous contract, to order all sorta of 
printing, by putting it into the form of alaw? | 
do not know but I may be wrong upon this syb. 


ject, and certainly there are few gentlemen whose 
|, views I more sincerely respect than those of my 


worthy friend from Arkansas, [Mr. Borzayo.]} 
But there is another thing for our consideration, 
There is no member of this body who is or can be 
more thoroughly convinced than my honorable 
friend from Arkansas, that these printers cannot 
possibly go on under this contract. 1 wish to do 


| them the justice here of sayirig that I have never 


known the public printing, during the ten years 
that I have been in Congress, either in point of 
paper or of typography, to compare in quality or 
excellence with the document we have here—[hold- 
ing up the President’s message with the accompa- 


nying documents.} My friend is much more 


| competent than I am to form an opinion upon that 


subject; but I have seen no public document since 
Ihave been in Congress, which f think was as 
well done as the~document which has been laid 
upon our tables this morning. And now does my 
worthy friend believe that these contractors can 





venient manner for use; and —— thousand copies thereof te 
be printed for distribution.”’ 

Now, sir, if the amendment of my honorable 
friend shall fail, I will propose to add to that clause 
these words: ‘‘On contract, as now provided by 


dssibly go on under this contract? | do not 
prow what resources they may have to sustain a 
|| heavy loss. I do not know but they may have 
very large fortunes. I understand that they are 
highly respectable gentlemen, who are employed 


law.” 

. It will be observed by the Senate, on recurring 
to the 2]st section of the bill, in relation to the pre- 
paratory printing, that there is a clause requiring | 
that such printing shall be let out by contract to 
the lowest bidder; it is in these works: 

In order to give dispatch to business, the said Secre- 
tary shall be authorized to contract for the necessary pre- 
paratory printing by ten days’ notice, instead of the time now 
required by law.” 

Ido not remember what time the law requires. , 
Will the honorable Senator from Arkansas [Mr. 
Bortanp] please to state what that time is? 

Mr. BORLAND. A month. 

Mr. SMITH. Yes, sir; it requires a. month. 
Now, in order to expedite the printing in this partic- 
ular case, the committee have very properly altered 
the old law. They have said that the preparatory 
printing should be put out upon contract, but that 
the Secretary shall only be required to give ten 
days’ notice, so that the whole of those who are 
engaged in this business of printing, those who 
are connected with the papers, and those who are 
not connected with the papers, can come in and 
bid for this preparatory printing. Now all, as I 
humbly conceive, the Senate should do, is simply 
to provide that when the subject of printing the 
census comes up, the Department should let out 
that printing on contract, so as to admit the whole 
typographical corps in this city into competition’ 
for it, and that is all that the public ought to de- 
sire in relation to this subject. 

Mr. President, I regret to differ with my hon- 
orable friend, the chairman of the committee, with 
whom I am associated, in the opinion that he has 
expressed that this work would be deemed to be 
included in the contract which the two Houses of 
Congress have made with certain gentlemen to 


in the ** Union”’ office in this city; I hardly know 
in what capacity, but no doubt their situation is 
very respectable, I presume that they may be 
gentlemen of very considerable property, but it is 
not at all probable that they have a fortune which 
will enable them to sustain a loss of a great many 
thousands of dollars. Why, Mr. President, the 
printers of the last Congress came here demanding 
an indemnity, I do not remember to what amount. 
We have had this question before the Committee 
on Printing. The printers of the last Congress 
have come here for indemnity for their losses; and 
yet the printers of the present Congress have un- 
derbid the printers of the last Congress by a very 
large per centage; and the honorable chairman, a8 
well as myself, is thoroughly conyinced that these 

rinters cannot execute this contract without heavy 
[Siaes: What is it, then, that my friend proposes? 
He suggests that within a few days he is going (0 
make a proposition upon this subject. Perhaps 
would not be proper for me to anticipate that prop- 
position; but I would inquire, Mr.. President, 
whether the proposition is to recur to the old sys 
tem—the efection of a printer by the Senate and 
House of Representatives each? Now, the amend- 
ment of my worthy friend provides—— 

Mr. DOWNS, (interposing.) Will the Sen- 
ator allow me? In answer to my question a few 
minutes ago, the Senator stated that at the 26th 
Congress Messrs. Blair & Rives were not the 
poe of both Houses of Congress. 1 have since 

een informed, by a gentleman who is acquain' 
with the facts, that they were the printers of both 
Houses at that time. : 

Mr. SMITH. AsI Senin to be a member 
of the 27th Congress, had something to ¢ 
with the proceedings of that body upon this sub- 
jeet, I think that my friend must be wholly mr 
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taken, 
inter 
oe was no printer to the two Houses of Con- || printing under this bill will be transferred to the 


gress. 

Mr. ; ; 
there were public printers, and that Mr. Allen 
printed the compendium, and that some contro- 
yersy arose about the matter at the time. 

Mr. SMITH, (in his seat.) Well, | may be 
mistaken. ex! 

Mr. DOWNS, (continuing.) While I am up, 
Mr. President, there is one other matter I will 

vert to. 
irr, SMITH, (in his seat.) 1 should not be 
too confident about it; it may be so. 

Mr. DOWNS. Mr. President, if I understand 
the Senator from*Connecticut aright, he intimated 
that this printing, if not given to the public printer, 
was to be given to the lowest bidder. Will it not, 
according to the law, go to the printers of the Ex- 
ecutive Departments? Will this be given out by 
itself to the lowest bidder by the Secretary of the 
Inerior? or will the printer now employed by the 
department have it? The Senator appears to 
speak upon“anthocity; and [ should like te know 
what will probably be the course upon that subject. 

Mr. SMITH, (rooumieg.) Mr. President, I 
have heard a good deal, upon several occasions, 
about my speaking by authority. I do not know 
how often that sort of suggestion is to be made in 
the presence of the "Senate, or what honorable 
Senators suppose that they are to gain by it, either | 
one way or another. I have already stated to the | 
honorable Senator that I am totally opposed to | 
vesting the power in the Secretary of the Interior, | 
or giving himany discretionary authority upon the | 
subject. 

Mr. DOWNS. Will the Senator allow me? I 
thought the gentleman’s argument was based upon 
the fact that this printing was to be given out to the | 
lowest bidder. As to his speaking by special au- | 
thority, it appears to be peaitie conceded that he | 
has as much eattiority as any other man. I should 
like to have ‘his opinion stated,‘at any rate, upon 
the fact; he may state it or not, however, as he 

leases; | will not insist upon it. 

Mr. SMITH. I do not know what the Seere- 
tary of the Interior would do; but although I have 
a proper confidence in him, as | have repeatedly 
stated, I think it should now be understood that [ 
am not for intrusting him with any arbitrary au- 
thority under the act; and if the amendment of | 

my friend from Arkansas [Mr. Borvanp] be re- 
jected, 1 propose to make an addition to the last | 
clause of the 20th section, which will impose upon 
the Secretary of the Interior the obligation to let | 
the printing out by contract, so that he will have 
no discretion in the matter. But I desire to return 
to the amendment of my worthy friend. 

The bill, as reported from the committee, re- 
quires that the preparatory printing shall be let 
out by contract. Now, the gentleman proposes 
to give it to the printers of Congress; though hé 
has already intimated to us his opinion that the 
public printer cannot possibly execute this con- 
tract, and says that he proposes to bring in a 
proposition to guard against this evil. What is 
that proposition to be? I have been unable to 
ascertain what it is to be. Is it to return to the 
old system ?—I will not say of subsidizing the puby 
lic press, for I have no idea that my friend would 
be actuated by such motives. But it is said that 
the public’ printers cannot execute the contract; 
and what are we to do? I would say that | am 
not for subsidizing the press of the city, either the 
Whig or the Democratic press—either the one or 
ie other. But I have this to say, that if these 
bidders cannot execute the contract, I will deal 
with them generously. 1 do not desire to enforce 
the penalty which thev have voluntarily incurred; 
but I shall insist that tne work be given into the 
hands of the next lowest bidder, and so go on, 
ascending in the list, until we get to somebody 
who is willing to execute the work. As to we 
Scheme of giving the printing, at this late day, to 
the political press of this city, it is a proposition 
— I shall resist to the: uttermost and at all 
mes, 

Now, my friend here has a proposition which is 
‘o turn round upon a pivot. enka first se it 
looks to the employment of these very printers 
whom the honorable Senator says cannot possibly 
execute this contract; and then in the event of 
their failure, to the election of a public printer by 


of sending it there. 





nion office, which will hand over a large sum of 


DOWNS. I am credibly informed that || the public money to the proprietors of that con- 


cern. I do not say that my friend desi any 
such thing, but [ know that such will be the effect 
of it, provided his views are carried out. Now, 
sir, ! am for adhering to the contract system. | 
am for having the 21st section stand as jt is, and 
for altering the 20th section, as already indicated. 

But I have another consideration still to submit, 
Mr. President; and that is, that these public 
printers, in view of their engagements, cannot ex- 
ecute this work. [ say that they cannot possibly 
execute the preparatory printing in time. When | 
will this.bill be carried through the other branch? | 
Can any man tell? It ought to be passed imme- | 
diately, for the enumeration is to take place on the 
Ist of June, or about that time. The preparatory 
printing is to be done, and the blanks are to be 
distributed before that time, over thirty States—to | 
be sent to our new acquisitions on the Pacific, for | 
aughtI know; for I suppose we are to havea census 
taken in California and New Mexico, whether they 
are admitted as States or not; and, therefore, the 
honorable chairman of the committee on the census 
has done right in urging the matter upon our im- 
mediate consideration. It will take some time to 
carry the bill through the two Houses of Congress, 
and it should be as soon as possible sent to the 
House of Representatives. Having been for ten 
years a meer of the House, I have some pretty 
good reasons for believing that if the bill is carried 
through in all the month of March or April, it will 





\ 
} 


be expedited a good deal more than business ordi- || 
In the mean time, we are | 


narily is in that body. 
to oporess the public printer. We have got a 
sharp contract, a hard stipulation, and therefore 
are to put upon him the immense labor of all sorts 
of printing; and instead of opening this work to 
the competition of the whole typographical corps | 
of this city, it is really now proposed to charge | 
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for I know that Mr. Thomas Allen was the | the 
for the House of Representatives, and that | settled by the dominant party; and thus all the 





Senate; and that matter, we all know, will be || be made, shall be given to the lowest bidder, whose pro- 


| an extended harangue. 


, 
} 
| 
| 


| 


|| discussion already so completely occupied by the 


| 
i 


| 
j 
| 





shall be accompanied wit testi i 

ability of the bidder to txecule none “— 

Mr. FOOTE. It is not my intention at this 
late period of the day, to detain the Senate with 
It is unnecessary that I 
should do so. The amendment introduced by the 
honorable Senator from Askansas [Mr. Boatanp] 
has been already sufficiently defended by others; 
but, as [ shall sustain it in part upon a ground not 
ry very precisely stated, | will detain the Senate 
ong enough only to allow of its presentation. [tis 
no part of my purpose, sir, to enter into the field of 


honorable Senator from Connecticut, (Mr. Smrra.] 
This is a subject which, in all its various bearings, 
I do not doubt, the honorable Senator from Con- 
necticut has more thoroughly mastered than any 
member of this body. Upon a mere question of 


| official emolument—a question of the comparative 


| 





| * » 
|| profits of one or another scheme of driving pecu- 
| 


ear bargains with those whose employment may 
be demanded by the public exigencies—I cannot 
doubt that the whole Senate would willingly defer 
to the superior judgment and tact of the honorable 
Senator from Connecticut. I beg leave to suggest, 
though, that the honorable Senator upon this oc- 


i} casion has fallen ‘into the use of terms which are 


| not very highly calculated to add to the dignity of 


nl 


| 


| 


somebody with this duty—nobody knows who— ] 


apparently the present printer, with the admission 
that he cannot execute the contract, anticipating | 
the election of a printer, or a recurrence to the old | 
system. Thus we are to throw the printing into | 
one of the political establishments of the city, | 
Though I have no idea that my excellent friend | 
contemplated any such thing, yet, unless my sug- | 
gestion can be carried out—to give it to the lowest | 
bidder, and so on, rising until we find some one | 
willing to do the work—the census isto be carried | 
intg the Union office. Well, sir, | would just as | 
soon it should go to the Union office as to any | 
other. They are good and respectable citizens. 
But I am utterly opposed to the proposed manner | 


I am opposed also to the existing system of 
paipelng. It must be amended; and I trust that | 
vefore the present Congress is over, We may have | 
some plan of doing the Congressional printing 
which will secure accuracy, good quality, expedi- | 
tion, and all the other elements wiiich are indis- 
pensable to the transaction of business by Con- 
gress. I intend, sir, to resist now, and at all times 
hereafter, the connection of the public printing 
with the political press of this city, whether upon 
the one side or upon the other. 
that the 2]st section is exactly right; and with re- 
spect to the preceding section, all that is required | 
is simply the addition of four or five words such 
as [ have already suggested to the Senate. In this 
manner economy will be observed, and the public | 
interests in all respects be preserved. 


| 
I therefore insist 4 





Mr. FOOTE. Mr, President, I do not rise at 
this late hour of the day—— 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Will the Sen- 
ator allow me to have one paragraph read from the 
law > I suppose, Mr. President, that the thing is 
already provided for by law; and I wish the Sec- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


} 


| 





| 


| 


retary to read the law which regulates the printing || 


of documents. 


The Secretary read the law, providing nearly as 
follows: 


“ That the job printing, stationery, and binding of each 
of the Executive Departments shall, until otherwise di- 
rected by law, be furnished by cuntract, 3 for which 
shall be regularly advertised in prints ; the class 
and description of the printing to be specified in each ad- 
vertisement, as far as that can be done, and it be made a 
condition in all cases, unless otherwise specifically stated 
in. the advertisement, that the work shall be done in the 
city of Washington ; and the contract in such cases, so far 
as the proposals and acceptance shall enable @ Centract to 


|| this body, or to elevate the self-esteem of his as- 
|| Sociates here. 
|| our making sharp contracts with persons whom we 
employ to do the public printing, &c. 


He speaks of shaving—talks about 


Now, sir, 
hough [ do not doubt that we have sometimes en- 
tered into contracts with gentlemen to execute print- 
ing for us which turned out to be unprofitable, and 
even deeply injurious to individual contractors, 
yet I do not know any instance in which this body 
could be justly charged either of shaving or over- 
sharpness; nor do I believe that a case will “ever 
arise in which this august legislative council will 


| refuse to liberate those who enter into contracts 


which result in serious pecuniary detriment, or 
deny recompense for losses actually sustained, in 


|| cases where there is no appearance of default on 


the part of the individuals thus suffering by their 
connection with us, [am familiar with the course 
of this body in relation to matters of this kind for 
several years past; and I beg to assure the honor- 
able gentleman that when he shall have been 
among us a little while longer, he will find us any- 
thing but an assemblage of shaters and sharpers. 
Mr. President, | must confess, that I was not 
very peculiarly gratified at what fell from the 
honorable gentleman in reference to subsidizing the 
press of this city. The honorable gentleman em- 
phatically avers that he will never engage in any 
scheme for subsidizing the public press. Not he! 


| He will never consent to the public money being 


used to extinguish editorial independence, and cor- 
rupt the whole newspaper press of this city, or any 
part of it. Well, sir, this is truly a commendable 
resolution, and I would advise him to adhere to it 


| firmly; but does he really think that there is any 


erson in power in Washington, either in the two 
douses of Congress or elsewhere, who would 
undertake this abominable work of subsidization ? 
Does he think so poorly of his brother Senators as 
to suppose that any of them would stoop so low 
as to attempt to control the newspaper press of 
Washington by the bestowal of pecuniary lar- 
gesses? Does he know any press here that could 
be bought up and controlled by bribing contracts? 
I hope not, sir, | believe not, sir. I feel that I can 
answer promptly for the high-minded conductors 
of one journal published in this city, whose char- 
acters place them far, very far, indeed, beyond the 
reach of any arrows which may be launched even 
from the bow of the honorable Senator from Con- 
necticut. 
Mr. MANGUM, (in his seat.) The National 
Era, | suppose. 
Several Senators, (in their seats.) ‘* The Na- 
tional Era!’”? ‘ The National Era!’’ [Laughter,] 
Mr. FOOTE. No, sir. I do not mean the 
National Era. I mean the democratic journal pub- 
lished in this city. a not ae to defend, 
in a lar way, other res ie newspapers 
teeny beef really hope and believe that there is 
not one of them that could be bought up in the 
manner evidently apprehended by the honorable 
Senator from Connecticut. Sir, perhaps it would 
be unseemly for me to take it upon myself to ad- 
vise the honorable Senator upon a point of mere 
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discretion, versed as he evidently is in the ways of | 
the world, and familiar with all those social influ- | 
ences which make and unmake character, estab- | 
lish and overturn the reputation of men, either in | 


high places or in obscure positions. But it would | 
seem to me that all this extraordinary alarm, dis- 


played by him in regard to the danger of subsidi- | 
zing the public press of Washington is in en I 
f j 


bad taste, and calculated to subject both himse 
and others to serious misapprehension. Now, sir, 
the peculiar relations known to exist between him- | 
self and one of the respectable journals here, en- 


listed in the support of the Administration—the || 


extraordinary efforts whicli he is reported to have | 


made, in order to bring about its establishment || 


and promote its circulation—sbould render the hon- | 
orable gentleman a little particular how he talks 
with such a tremulous solicitude about the danger | 


of corrupting the new&paper press of Washington. || 


I do not mention these things for the purpose of | 
throwing upon the honorable gentleman the least | 
discredit in connection with those dcts of his to | 
which | have alluded; they were doubtless well | 
intended, und must be at least acknowledged to | 
have been more or less marked with something | 
very like public spirit. Far less do I intend to as- 
sail the special organ of the Administration. My | 
oject simply is to guard the bonorable Senator | 


from Connecticut against the effects but too likely || 


to result from such indiscretion as he has practised 
upon this occasion, and to endeavor, if possible, || 
togprevent a repetition of such conduct in future. | 
And now, sir, | must say that my chief reasom)| 
for supporting the amendment of the honorable | 
Senator from Arkansas is, that, if adopted, it will | 
somewhat retrench the greatly overgrown patron- || 
age of the Department of the Interior. lt is not my || 
purpose to find fault with the present incumbent of | 
that high place. I should be unwilling to go out | 
of my way with a view simply to employing the | 
language of decrial in regard to one of whom 1 | 
personally know but little, and of all whose official 
acts I am resolved to exercise a cool and temperate || 
judgment. Nor am I influenced by any feeling of 
special hostility to any of those now in power. | 
0, sir, no; my motives are higher and more sub- 
stantial. I have ever been opposed to the undue 
multiplication of Executive patronage. I have ever | 


danger which menaced our free institutions. When | 
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Tvuespay, February 5, 1850. 


| The Journal of yesterday (a very long record of 


| proceedings) was read in part, when a motion was 
| made, b 


be dispensed with. Much time (Mr. B. remarked) 

| would thus be saved. 

| The question was taken and the House decided 

_ that the further reading should not be suspended. 
The reading of the Sore was then concluded, 

/ and the Journal was approved. 

OBITUARY. 

| Mr. HAYMONDaroseand addressed the House 


as follows: 


} 


| Mr. Speaker: I have risen for the purpose of 


announcing to this House the death of the honor- 


sional district of Virginia, which district | have 
the honor to represent. 


| 
' 


| Asiatic cholera, which has stricken down so many 
_ of our people in the valley of the Mississippi and 
| Ohio rivers during the past year, and closed his 
| mortal career in a few hours after_he was taken ill. 


able ALEXANDER NewMan, amember elect toa | 
seat in this Congress from the fifteenth Congres- | 


| Mr. Newman, while on a visit to Pittsburg in | 
|| July last, fella victim to the terrible scourge of | 


| He left, sir, [am informed, a young and numerous | 


family of children that looked to him for protection || 


and support. 

Mr. Newman wasa native of Virginia, and was 
born in 1806, in the vicinity of Orange. 

I knew him well and favorably from the time 
he entered public life until the day of his decease. 


|| He was a gentleman of warm and of ardent feel- 


ings, firm and steadfast in his political opinions, 


| kind and courteous in his social relations. When 
| quite young, and shortly after he was married, 
| Mr. Newman removed to and settled in the county 
| of Marshall. In 1836 he was first elected a mem- | 


ber of the Legislature of his native State from that 
county; which he continued to represent for sev- 
eral years, and until he was elected by his district 
to represent them in the State Senate; in which 
several stations he so conducted himself as to se- 


|| cure the support and confidence of his constituents. 
| In June, 1845, he was appointed postmaster for 


looked upon this multiplication as the mos@erious || the city of Wheeling, which position he continued 


| to occupy until March, 1849, when he resigned, 


the bill for the establishment of the Department of | 


the Interior was in progress here, many and grave | 


objections were urged against the proposed mea- | ¢"tleman, and would at this time be occupying 
| the seat which [I now occupy, if he had not been 


| stricken down in the prime of life. 


sure; the chief of which waa, that it would greatly 
and dangerously increase Executive patronage, 
and impart to the whole machinery of Government | 
a fatal tendency towards centralization, ‘The meas- | 
ure was brought suddenly before us for consid- | 


eration; we had not time to explore it in all its || 


bearings. It came to us, too, connected with 
many other matters of surpassing interest. Rec- | 


ommended, as it had been, by an exerienced |, 


statesman, for whose judgment I had ever felt || 


a most profound respect,-1 voted for it regard- | 
less of the solemn prophecies uttered at the time | 
in relation to the consequences likel 
from it. Well, sir, the measure has been tried; | 
it has been fully tested by experience ; and it is 
using language of great moderation to say that 
it has proved deeply mischievous in its operation ; 
that it has enlarged the amount of Executive | 

tronage to an extent highly alarming; and that | 
it holds out distinct menaces of future mischief, | 
which it is impossible to disregard without a | 
shameful neglect of our public duty. What shall | 
be done to obviate these fearful evils? Why, | 
the plain remedy is the one proposed by the hon- | 
orable Senator from Virginia, Mr. Hunrer,] a | 
few days since, for repealing the Home Department | 
altogether. Meanwhile, until this can be effected, | 
I shall vote for every proposition which may be | 


calculated, in a legitimate mode, to retrench the |! 


atronage of the department within reasonable | 
imits. [ shall vote for the amendment of the 
honorable Senator from Arkansas, because it | 
seems calculated in some degree to have that effect. | 
I shall support it, also, for the reasons already | 


to flow || 


| 


‘¢ 


| 
} 
} 
| 
| 
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} 
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} 
! 


stated by him and others ; and especially because | 


it proposes to have this large amount of census | 
printing done by our own officers, responsible to us| 
im every way, and subject to be held by us to fair and | 


On motion by Mr. MANGUM, 


| 
| 


"Sarda | 


The Senate adjourned. 


and became a candidate fora seat on this floor. 
He was elected over a talented and distinguished 


; e 
In conclusion, 


Mr. HAYMOND offered the following resolu- 
tions of condolence, which were agreed to: 


Resolved, That this House, having heard with deep re- 

|, gretof the death of the Hon. ALExaNDER NewMan, amem- 
ber elect of this body from the fifteenth Congressional Dis- 
trict of Virginia, will, as a mark of respect for his memory, | 


wear crape on the Jeft arm for thirty days. 


Resolved, That this resolution be forwarded to his family. 
Resolved, As a further mark of respect, that this House do 
|) now adjourn. 


And so the House adjourned, 





PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions were presented and re- 


ferred under the rule: 


By Mr. BOOTH: The petition of C. 8S. Hubbard and 239 
other citizens of Deep River, in the State of Connecticut, 
praying for the reduction of postage to two cents on half 


ounce letters. 


By Mr. SPALDING: The petition of E. A. Maynard and 


other citizens of Buflalo, in favor of cheap postage. 


Also, the petition of J. H. Plumb and other citizens of 


Gowanda, praying for a 1eduction of the rates of postage. 


By Mr. A. G. BROWN: The petition and papers of John 
B. Hand, of Mississippi, praying to have refunded certain 
money paid by him to A. A. Kineannon, a Government 
agent, and which Government required him to repay ; which 


was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
By Mr. CONGER: The petition of Mrs. Mary W. 
Thompson, widow of the late Lieut. Col. Alexander R. 


Thompson, asking to be allowed a pension for the services 


of her husband. 


By Mr. WILMOT: A petition signed by 70 citizens of 


Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania, asking a reduction in 
the rages of postage. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the memorial of C. L. Harrington, and others, heirs 
of Ebenezer Harrington, an officer in the war of the Revo- 
lution, fraying compensation for the services of their an- 
cestor. Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. HiBBARD: The petition of George A. Cossitt, 


and others, citizens of Lancaster, New Hampshire, praying 
on prepaid letters be established at 


that the rate of 


two cents per ounce. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, 


By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of Lorenzo Bliss, and 92 


Feb. 5, 


other citizens of Chautauque county, New York. ors... 

Congress to grant an appropriation for the improvenazite 

| Portland harbor on Lake Erie. Referred to the Comm of 
on Commerce. ’ ite 
By Mr. ROBBINS: A memorial of mercha 

|| citizens of Pennsylvania, asking that a h 
| structed on the eastern side of Reedy Istand, 





nts, and other 
arbor be eon. 


Mr. BOWLIN, that the further reading thereof || shipping against the floating ice and other oe Fieanet the 


Ualties in cor. 


;| tain seasons of the year. Signed by C. A. Wait 

| Beekler, and 25 others. Referred to the Commitee 

|| Commerce. "= 
By Mr. POTTER: The petition of George W, Andrews 


R. J. 8. Hollis, and others, citizens of Anglai 
Ohio, and sundry citizens of Hardin county, ohn 
establishment of a post route from Wapau 
Kenton. 

Also, the petition of Charles Winslow and others, citize 
of Cleveland, Ohio, asking for the establishment of q “ey 
monthly mail between New York and San Pranciseo in 
| California. Referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
|| and Post Roads. _ 
By Mr. HOWE: The petition of William Lynch, of But 
|| ler county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to grant jyiy) a 
|| pension on account of wounds received in the late war With 
|| Great Britain. Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pep. 
| sions. 
| 


c nty, 
asking the 
konnetta to 


| 








IN SENATE, 

Tuespay, February 5, 1850. 
‘|| The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen. 
|| ate acommunication from the Department of War 
‘| made in compliance with an act more effectually 
|| to provide for the national defence by establishing 

a uniform militia throughout the United States, 
approved the 2d March, 1803, covering a report 
of the Adjutant General of the United States army, 
giving an abstract of the returns of the militia of al 
| the States and Territories; which was ordered to 
| lie on the table and be printed. 
12 PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
1 Mr. SEWARD presented three petitions of cit. 
| izens of Rochester, New York, asking for the re- 
| 





duction of postage and the abolition of the franking 
privilege; which were referred to the Committee 





|| on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

‘| Also, the memorial of Benjamin E. 8S. Ely, pro- 
posing for the consideration of Congress a plan for 
| maintaining a military force in California; which 
|| was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
|| Mr. DAWSON presented the memorial of the 
|| Central Bank of Georgia, assignees of Henry W, 
| Jernigan, asking indemnity for Indian depredations 
|| during the Creek war; which was referred to the 
|| Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. MASON presented the petition of David 
Humphreys, a soldier in the war of 1812, askinga 
pension; whic! was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. CLEMENS presented the memorial of 
Richard North and Gaylord Griswold, asking in- 
demnity for French spoliations; which was referred 
to the select committee on the subjeet. 

Mr. CASS presented a resolution of the Legis- 
lature of Michigan, in favor of a grant of land in 
support of the State Normal School; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. FELCH presented the memorial of Ezra 
Williams, asking compensation for services ren- 
dered asa clerk in the General Land Office; which 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, a petition of settlers on the reserved lands 
of the United States in the State of Michigan, 
asking the right of preémption to said lands; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. HALE presented a a of citizens of 
Saybrook, Connecticut, asking the adoption of 
measures for the amicable adjustment of interna- 
tional controversies; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. ? 

Mr. COOPER presented a petition of citizens of 
Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, asking that 4 
capitation tax may be imposed on foreigners com- 
ing into the United States, and such specific im- 
port duties as will protect the domestic industry of 
the United Statesagainst foreign competition; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BRIGHT submitted documents relating to 
the claim of Nancy A. Dewitt to the reissue of & 
rhilitary bounty land warrant; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, to. which was referred the petition of the 
representatives of Joseph Watson, submitted & 
report, which was ordered to be printed, accom- 
panied by a bill for their relief, which was 
and ordered to a second reading. ; 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 


| 
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Lands, to which was referred the petition of Hall 
J. Kelley, submitted an ad verse ne on the 
same; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the memorial of John H. 
Faton, asking to be reimbursed the cost of a cer- 
tain Arabian horse purchased of the United States 
that was afterwards found to be impotent, sub- 
mitted an adverse report on the same; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of James Wilson, surviving 

rtner of William Wilson & Sons, submitted an 
adverse report on the same; which was ordered to 

rinted. 

tr SMITH, from the select committee, to 
which was referred numerous memorials, asking 
indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800, 
submitted a report, which was ordered to be 
printed, accompanied by a bill to provide for the 
ascertainment and satisfaction of claims of Ameri- 
can citizens for spoliations committed by the 
French prior to the 31st day of July, 1801. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the minority of the com- 
mittee, gave notice of his intention to submit a 
minority report; which he moved to be printed. 

The motion to print was agreed to. 


REIMBURSEMENT TO NORTH CAROLINA. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the bill grant- 
ing to the State of North Carolina the amount of 
money advanced and transportation furnished to 
volunteers from that State, during the war with 
Mexico, reported back the same without amend- 
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ment. 

Mr. BADGER. I move that the bill be now 
read a second time, and disposed of. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was read 
asecond time and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr.BORLAND. I will state in a few words the 

rounds upon which the committee have reported 
this bill. This claim of the State of North Carolina 
arises under the act of Congress making provision 
for the payment of the expenses of the volunteer 
troops raised for the war in Mexico. The provi- 
sions of the act extended to the appropriations of 
money made by the States as well as individuals. 
The Military Committee believe that this claim 
properly comes under the provision of the act, and 
that it should have been paid under that construc- 
tion of the law by the War Department. The 
Secretary of War, however, under the rules ea- 
tablished by that Deparment, thinks the vouchers 
furnished by the State of North Carolina are not 
such as those rules require. Applicatipn is there- 
fore made to Congress for a special act making this 
appropriation. The Secretary admits the charge 
to be a reasonable one, and only finds a difficulty 
in the manner in which the vouchers are prepared. 

Mr. KING. It is with great reluctance | saya 
word on this claim of the State of North Carolina. 
| take it for granted that the claim is well founded, 
but I desire to know what is the specific ground 
upon which it has been suspended or rejected by 
the War Department. Now, we have passed a 
general law authorizing the payment of all claims 
of this character, either from States or individuals, 
and if we pass a speciai law in this instance, 
where the rules of the Department have not been 
complied with will it not be establishing a precedent 
—— it to be done in every similar instance ? 

r. BORLAND. The War Department has 
not suspended or rejected the claim fromany want 
of evidence that the money had been paid by the 
State. But the rules of the Department require 
that the vouchers presented should be the receipts 
of the soldiers and others, to whom the money was 
paid. Under the circumstances under which this 
money was paid these vouchers were not obtained. 
The money was paid in North Carolina to the 
Commanding officer of the regiment, and by him 
to the captains, and afterwards by them to the 
several companies. This evidence has been fur- 
nished to the Governor of the State of North Car- 
olina, and he has made application for refundi 
the money paid—$9,000; a little more than ten dol- 
lars to each individual; which the ‘Secretary of 

ar says isa very moderate allowance. 

here being no amendment, the bill was ré- 
ported to the Senate, and was then ordered to a 
third reading, and by consent it was read 
& third time and ; 
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Mr. BORLAND submitted the following reso- 
lution, which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed to | 


report to the Senate copies of the advertisements he has at 


any time issued, the propacais he has received, and the con- | 


tracts he has entered into for the printing for his Department, 


together with the rates and prices of any printing which has | 


been done or arranged for by his direction. 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH AUSTRIA. 
Mr. FOOTE. I beg leave to call the attention 
of the Senate to the pending resolution of the Sen- 
ator from Michigan. The Senator from New 
Hampshire (Mr. Hare] was courteous enough 


yesterday to consent to withdraw the am@ndment | 
offered by him, provided [ would make this public | 


application to him to do so. Upon his withdraw- 


ing that amendment I propose to offer some addi- || 


tional resolutions, by way of amendment to that 
of the Senator from Michigan. My object is only 
to call up the resolution for the purpose I have 


| named, so that the amendments may be offered and 
| printed, 


Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I trust that, for the 


| reasons stated by the Senator from Mississippi, 
this resolution may be taken up, and likewise that || 


a day may be assigned when the gentleman from 
Georgia may be heard on the subject, the oppor- 


tunity of doing which he was deprived of yester- | 


day. 

The resolution relative to the suspension of dip- 
lomatic relations with Austria was then taken up 
for consideration. 

Mr. HALE. In accordance with the suggestion 
of the Senator from Mississippi yesterday, I will 
withdraw the amendment which { have proposed. 


I do not do it as an indication that 1 have at all | 
changed the views which I expressed on the sub- | 
ject when I addressed the Senate some d&ys since, | 
but simply for the re of putting the resolu- | 


tion in a shape in which the resolutions of the Sen- 

ator from Mississippi will be in order, reserving the 

right to offer it again if I shall think it necessary. 
Mr. FOOTE. The resolution which I hold in 


my hand, together with the one to be proposed by | 
my friend from Louisiana, [Mr. Souce,] the Sen- | 
ator from Michigan has agreed to accept, which 
three, thus forming a series of resolutions on the | 
subjegt, will read as follows: 


Resolved, That the heroic strugglers for freedom in Hun- 


gary are,in the judgment of the Senate, entitled to the || 
warmest sympathy and respect of the American People and 
Government, as welh by reason of the virtues which they | 
have exhibited as of the sufferings which they have been 
fated to endure. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of suspending diplo- || 
matic relations with Austria. 


Resolved, That it is expedient that a grant of public land 


should be made upon the most liberal terms to the Hunga- || 


rian refugees now in this country, or who may arrive upon 
our shores within a limited period hereafter, on condition of 
their permanent settlement upon the same, and their event- 
ual naturalization, in conformity with existing laws. 


Mr. SOULE. Mr. President, I beg leave to of- 
fer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the same committee be further instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of requesting the President of 
the United States to intercede with the Government of Tur- 
key, either through a special minister of the United States 
or through the present mini‘ter accredited to that court, for 
the liberation of Kossuth ani of such of his companions in 
misfortune as may be under duress within the dominions of 


Turkey, with a tender to them of the United States as an | 
asylum, and providing, if need be, for their immediate re- 


moval hither. 

Mr. FOOTE. I move that the amendments be 
laid on the table and printed, and that the resolu- 
tions be made the special order of the day for 


the Senator from Georgia. _ 
Mr. BERRIEN assented. 
The motion was agreed to. 


MR. CLAY’S COMPROMISE RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. MANGUM moved that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the special order; which 
motion was agreed to. 

The Senate scopedingty, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to the consideration of the res- 
olutions submitted by a nets on the a 
mo, proposing an amicable arrangement of a 

uestions in controversy between the Free and the 
Slav eee’ out of the subject of slavery. 
r. CLAY addressed the Senate at great length 

in support and defence of his resolutions. Before 
he had concluded he gave way for a motion to ad- 
journ. [His Speech will be found in the Appendix.]} 

On motion by Mr. FOOTE, 

The Senate adjourned 


Monday next. That, | hope, will be agreeable to 
i 


| 
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|| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
i Wenpnespar, February 6, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
| POST ROUTES IN OREGON. 
Mr. THURSTON rose and remarked: 

|| Mr. Speaker, I have a matter, sir, which I wish 
| to get before the Committee on the Post Office 
‘| and Post Roads, relative to the necessary mail 
|} routes in Oregon Territory, and other matters. [I 
|| take the occasion to say, sir, that the chairman of 
| that committee isanxious that the matters contained 
| in the resolutions should come before his commit- 
tee for consideration. I have no doubt, therefore, 
the House-will allow the resolutions to be read and 
| agreed to. The resolutions were then read. 
Mr. KAUFMAN said that there were several 
|| of the States and Territories which had not been 

called for resolutions during the present session. 
|| One of these States was Texas. He hoped the 

House would consent to devote half an hour for 
the call of these States and Territories for such 
| resolutions and bills (of which previous notice had 
|| been given) as would not give rise to debate. 
| The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman object 
to the introduction of the resolutions of the gentle- 
man from Oregon? 

Mr. KAUFMAN. No, sir. [do not object to 
| this particular resolution; but I ask that the con- 
sent may be made general for the purpose | have 
| indicated. 

The resolution of Mr. Tuurston was then in- 
troduced, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 


lishing the following mail routes in Oregon Territory, to 
wit: 

A mail route from Astoria, by the mouth of the Cowlits 
|| river, Plymouth, Portland, and Milwaukie, to Oregon City. 
Also, a route from Oregon City—through Linn City, Tual- 
| itin Plains, by way of Wapatoo Lake, Yam Hill Falls, 

O’Neal’s Mills, J. C. Avery’s, John Lioyd’s, Eugene F. 
| Skinner’s, and Elijah Bristow’s, in Benton county, to 
|| Scott’s, in Umpyna Valley. 

i] Also, a route from Oregon City by way of the Butte, 
| Champoeg, Salem, Santyam Ferry, Aibany, Upper Crossing 
of the Calapooia, to Jacob Spore’s, in Linn county. 

Also,a route from Nesquelly on Puget’s Sound, through the 
|| Cowlitz Settlement, to the mouth of the Cowlitz river. 
Also, a route from Vancouver to Portland, and a route 
|| from Oregon City by way of Harrrizon Wright's, on Molal-, 
| la, Daniel Waldo’s, in Champoeg county, to Jacob Conser’s, 
in Linn county. 
||. Also, that the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
| be further instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- 
|| creasing the mail service frum Panama to California and 
| Oregon, by transporting the mails between those points 
| 


| twice a month each way. 

Also, that said committee be further instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of reducing the postage on al} mailable 
|| matter from the States to Oregon and California to the same 
|| rates now established by law within the bouuds of the States 
|| and organized Territories east of the Rocky Mountains, and 
|| of having but one uniform rate of postage, applicable alike to 
|| all the States and Territories of the United Btates. 
|| Also, that said committee be further instructed to inquire 

| into the expediency of establishing a mail route from some 
convenient point on the Missouri river, by the city of the 

|| Salt Lake, to Oregon City, in Oregon Territory, with a 

\| branch route from the Sait Lake to Sacramento City in Cal- 

|| ifornia, and into the best means of procuring the mail to be 

i] carried on said routes. 

| And the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to offer a resolution, 
which (he said) he wished might be read for in- 
formation. . 

Mr. INGE objected, and called for the regular 
\| order of business. 
|| So the resolution was neither introduced nor 
|| read. 

1} PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
| Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, asked the House 
|| to allow that the Journal be so corrected as to 
| strike out the votes given by him on Monday last. 
| He stated that some time since he had grees 
|| to pair. off with Mr. Crowext, of Ohio, and that 
| Mr. C. was to call upon and inform him of the 
| precise time at which he would leave. This Mr, 
| C. had not done; and although he believed Mr. 
\| C. had left, yet the fact not having been impressed 
| upon his mind, he had | my forgotten at the 
| time his agreement with Mr. Crowext, and had 
voted. His vote was consequently wrong; and as 
it had in no instance affected the result, he could 
ask with greater confidence that it be stricken out 

in justice to himself. s 

Mr. PRESTON KING su d, that if the 
gentleman was allowed to withdraw his name, @ 
fact upon the Journal would thus be changed. 

| Mr. JOHNSON. Well, sir, the explanation I 
| have made to-day will answer my purpose. 
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CALLS ON THE STATES. 
The SPEAKER said that the first business in 
order would be the call of the committees for re- 
ors. 
Mr. KAUFMAN now submitted the motion he 
had suggested, that by unanimous consent the 
States and Territories which had not been called 


in their order, should be called for the space of | 


half an hour for such résolutions and bills as 
would not give rise to debate. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, inquired of the 
Speaker whether this motion would interfere with 
the morning hour? 

‘The SPEAKER said, in the opinion, of the 
Chair the morning hour had now commenced, 
reports from committees having been called for. 
And the half hour would be deducted from the 


morning hour, if the House should consent to the | 


motion of the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. Kaur- 


MAN. | ; 

Mr. STEPIIENS said he did not object. 

And thereupon the House, by unanimous con- 
sent, agreed that the States and Territories not 
heretofore called, should be called (for the space 
of half an hour) for such resolutions and bills (of 


which previous notice had been given) as did not 


give rise to debate. 

' Mr. PHELPS, on leave, introduced the following 
bills, of which previous notice had been given; 
which were read twice, and referred, viz: 

A bill to amend an act entitled ‘* An act to pro- 
vide for the payment of horses and other property 
lost or destroyed in the military service of the 
United States.”” Referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

A bill authorizing the courts of the United States 
to adopt the practice of the State courts in civil 
cases, Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill granting to the State of Missouri the right 
of way and a donation of public lands, for the con- 
struction of a railroad from Independence to Fort 
Smith, in said State. Referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

A bill granting to the State of Missouri the right 
of way and a donation of public lands, for the con- 
struction of a railroad from Lexington, in the State 
of Missouri, to Ohio City, in the mouth of the Ohio 
river, in the said State. Referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing the following post routes in the State of Missouri; 
From Lexington to Georgetown ; from Naveho, via Grand 


Falls, to Crnwford Seminary; and from Grand Falls, via 
Perseverance to Enterprise. 


Mr. BOWLIN introduced, by leave, upon pre- 
vious notice, the following bills: 

A bill to relinquish to the city of St. Louis 
‘“* Quarantine Island,”’ and all vacant unappropri- 
ated lands within her corporate limits. 

Also,a bill granting to the States of Missouri and 
Arkansas, certain swamp lands, for the purpose of 
reclaiming them, and increasing the value of the 
public lands in the vicinity thereof; which were 
severally read a first and second time,and referred 
to the Committee en Public Lands. 

Mr. B, also asked leave to introduce a bill for 
the establishment of an additional term of the Dis- 
trict Court of the United States at St. Louis, and 
for the increase of the compensation of the judge. 

Objection was made, and the bill was not intro- 
duced. 

Mr. BAY presented the memorial of the Legis- 
lature of Missouri respecting the school lands with- 
in the limits of said State. 

Also, the memorial of the Legislature of the 
said State, asking fora donation of land to the sol- 
diers in the military service of the United States in 
the war of 1812. 

Also, the memorial of the Legislature of Mis- 
souri, asking for a grant ofthe right of way through 
the public lands, and a donation of the alternate sec- 
tions, to the Mississippi and Missouri Railroad 


~ Company, to aid in the construction of said road. 


Also, the memorial of the Legislature of Mis- 
souri, asking « donation of land for every person, 
head of a family, or who may hereafter become 
such; which were severally referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. : 

_Mr. BAYalso introduced, on leave, the following 
bills, which were read twice and referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Nicholas Lachance and 


others; and 


| 


| 
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A bill for the payment of the debts due the heirs 
of Antoine Peltier. 

On motion by Mr. BAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency of rescinding, or | 
modifying, a resolution adopted by the House of Represent- | 
atives on the 4th of May, 1848, requiring the Clerk to pro- | 
cure a map of the public lands in each State, showing the | 


state of the survey, and also what has been sold. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, introduced the | 


following resolution; which was read and agreed 
to, Viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the War Departinent be 
requested furnish to the House of Representatives the re- 
port and map of Lieut. Simpson, of the Corps of Topographi- 


cal Engineers, of the route from Fort Smith, Arkansas, | 


to Santa Fé, in conformity with the survey made in 1349; 
together with such other authentic information, in connec- 
tion with the same subject, as may be in the possession of 
that Department. 


On motion by Mr. GREEN, leave was granted 
to take from the files of the House the petition 
and papers of Frederick Dent; and they were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, presented the 
following resolutions and memorials of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of Arkansas, viz : 

1. Memorial to extend a mail route from Na- 
poleon, via Rockroe, to Batesville, in steamboats; 
also a stage line from St. Louis, Missouri, via 
Batesville, Arkansas, to Little Rock, 

2. Also, a memorial for the establishment of a 
mail route from Charlestown, Franklin county, 
via the Narrows of Big Creek, to Sugar Loaf, in 
Crawford county. 

3. Also, a memorial for the establishment of a 
mail route from Brownville, in Scott county, to 
Ozark, ir Rranklin county, in said State. 

4. Also, a memorial asking a change of the mail 
service and transportation between Little Rock 
and Batesville, in Independence county, from a 
tri-weekly horse to a tri-weekly stage line, with 
four-horse post-coaches. 

5. Also, resolutions requesting for the southern 
mail route leading from Little Rock to Washing- 
ton, Hempstead county, a four-horse tri-weekly 
post-coach. . 

6. Also, a resolution asking for a weekly -mail 
route, 6n horseback, from Antoine, in Clark coun- 
ty, Arkansas, to Clarkville, in Texas, by way of 
Murfreesborough, in Pike county, Arkansas. 

7. Also, a resolution asking for the establish- 
ment of a mail route from Clarksville, Johnson 
county, to St. Paul’s, in Madison county. 

8. Also, a memorial asking for an extension of 
the mail route from Arkadelphia to the residence 
of Alexander B. Clingman; which memoriats and 
resolutions were severally referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. BUEL, on leave granted in pursuance of 
previous notice, introduced a bill granting lands 
to the refugees who took part.in support of the 
late struggle of Hungary to achieve her liberty 
and independence; which was read twice and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

_ Mr. HUBBARD expressed the desire to move 
instructions to the committee in connection with 
the bill, but it was not then in order. 

Mr. BUEL also presented the following resolv - 
tion, which, under the rule, lies over: 

Resolved, That the President be requested (if not incon- 
sistent with the public interest) to communicate to this 
House the instructions given to the “agent in Europe,” 
who, according to his late annual message, was invested by 
him “with power to declare our willingness promptly to 
recognize the independence ” of Hungary, “in the event of 
her ability to sustain it;’’ topether with copies of any and 
all correspondence in possession of this Government con. 
cerning the recognition of Hungarian independence, had 
either with said agent or any person acting in behalf of Hun- 
gary. 

On motion by Mr. BUEL, the joint resolution of 
the State of Michigan, heretofore laid on the table 
and printed, relative to the transportation of the 
United States mail through Canada, was taken 
from the table and referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the joint resolution of the State of Michi- 
gan, heretofore laid on the table and printed, rela- 
tive to a donation of lands by the United States 
for the erection of State asylums for the insane, 
deaf, dumb, and blind, was taken from the table 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


On motion by Mr. HOWARD, it was 


Resolved, The the Committee on Indian Affairs be. in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill to 
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Hidalgo, to restrain the incursons into Mexico of 
tribes located within the limits of the United 3 
further to provide suitable measures to prevent | 
tlities On the western frontiers of Texas, 

Mr. KAUFMAN introduced, on leave, a bill tg 
establish an additional District Court of the United 
States in the eastern portion of Texas; which was 
twice read and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. KAUFMAN introduced the following res. 
H olutions: 

Resolved, That after the admission of a State j 
| Union, Congress has no right to legislate upon, o 
| the boundaries of said State, without her consent. 

Resolved, That the original jurisdiction ot the Supreme 
Couit is conferred by the Constitution, and cannot he ey. 
large d or diminished by Congress, and that the Constitution 
confers no jurisdiction on the Supreme Court to settle eoy. 
troversies between the States and Territories. 

Resolved, That under the joint resolutions of annexation 
the only power over the boundaries of ‘Texas giver ¢o the 
United States was, * 10 adjust all questions of boundary wiih 
other, Governments,” and that when thus acting in this trust 
capacity, any right of territory acquired within the bounds. 
ries of ‘Texas by her law, defined by the treaty of Guada. 
lupe Hidalgo, inures to the benefit of the State of 'l’exas, 


Mr. PRESTON KING gave notice of his jp. 


tention to discuss these resolutions, consequently 
they lie over one day under the rule. 


On motion by Mr. DOTY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing the following post routes, to wit: 

Frem Green Bay to Bridgeport, Menasha, Manekuna 
Omro, Waukan, Berlin, Blutiton, Hamihon, Marquette, 
King-tor, and Roek Hill, to Fart Winnebago. 

From Manitoowac to Menasha, in the State of Wiscon- 
* Ais, from Green Bay to Munomonee river, Badanoc. and 
Cliff Mines, to Fort Wilkins, and from Badanoc to Sauy)t 

St. Marie. j 
Mr. LEFFLER, on ieave, introduced a bill to 
| grant to the State of lowa the right of way and 
| a portion of the public lands to aid in the con- 
struction of a railroad from Dubuque, via lowa 
city, to Keokuck, in said State; which was read 
twice and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Also, a bill granting the right of way and a por- 
tion of the public lands of the United States to 
aid in the construction of a railroad from Daven- 

ort, in the State of Mississippi, via lowa City, 

ashington, and Rackoon Forks, of the Des 
Moines, to Council Bluffs, in the State of Missouri; 
which were severally read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a bill to provide for the removal of ob- 
structions to the navigation of the Des Moines 
and Rock River Rapids; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa, submitted a reso- 
lution, which was read as follows: 


Resolved, That the true greatness of a nation depends 
mainly upon its productive resources, at the base of whith 
is the occupation and cultivation of the soil; that as our 
country is peculiarly adapted to agricultural pursuits, ber 
prosperity and. the welfare of her peuple demand every fa- 
cility and inducement to the subjugation and culture of ber 


vast public domain; that reason in dicates and expericnce 
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proves that commercial facilities are aniong the most pow- 
erful of these inducements; and that the public domain 
must remain uncultivated until they shall be provided; that 
donations of the alternate sections of the public lands for 
the improvement of navigable rivers and the construction of 
railroads along the line of such improvements and proposed 
railroads, ofler a convenient and profitable means of produ- 
cing these facilities, as it induces sales of the reserved aller- 
nate sections, which woéuld otherwise remain unsold; and 
that therefore the Committee on Public Juands be and are 
hereby instructed to report.a bill at an early day for the do- 
nation of an ample quantity of the unsold lands of the Uni- 
ted States, to be selected along the line of all such contem- 
plated increase of facilities as the public good inay require, 
in alternate sections, to he expended under the supervision 
of the State in which such donation may be made. 


Mr. JONES said he desired to debate the reso- 
lution; consequently it lies over one day under the 
rule. 

Mr. BINGHAM asked and obtained leave to 
introduce a bill to aid in the construction of the 
Clinton and Kalamazoo Canal, in the State of 
Michigan. 

Also, a bill es the right of way and ma- 

n 


king a donation of land for the construction of a ship 


canal around the Falls of St. Marie, in the State 
of Michigan; which several bills were referred (0 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr, WILLIAMS submitted a resolution, which 
was ead for information, as follows; 

the District of Colum- 

propriety and expedi- 


Resolved, That the Committee “0 


bia be instructed to inquire into the 
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: of retroceding the county of Washington in the Dis- 
or Columbia to the State of Maryland, with leave to 
report by bill Or otherwise. 


Objection being made, the resolution was not 
introduced. 


Mr. THURSTON introduced the following reso- 
jutions, Which were read, via: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire whether, under the third article of the treaty 
of boundary and limits concluded June 15th, 1846, between 
the Government & the United States and that of Great 
gritain, the Hudson’s Bay Company, and British subjects, 
mentioned in said article, are entitied to a fee simple in the 
jandthen occupied by them respectively in the Territory of 

yt. 
= What is meant by “ the possessory right of the Hud- 
<on’s Bay Company and of all British subjects,” mentioned 
said article. 

wa said rhe ther the United States has not the right to dispose 
ofall lands then oceupied by the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
or British subjeets, by making the several occupants a prop- 
ec remuneration for what improvements they had then made 
on said lands, and, how is the amount of Uus remuneration 
to be ascertained. - 

4th. Whether the Hudson’s Bay Company, or British sub- 
jects, had, at the time of said treaty, ‘ lawfully acquired the 
pceupatton of land?? in Oregon Territory. » 

5th. Whether the Hadson’s Bay Company have the right, 
yuder that treaty, to. cat and manufacture timber growing 
on the public lands in that territory, and particularly on 
Jands not enclosed or cultivated by them at the time of said 

waty. 

"5 i. Whether, under article 4th of said treaty, the Puget’s 
sound Agricuitural Company, mentioned in said article, are 
eniitied 16 any more land than they had under enclosure, or 
inastate Of actual-cultivation, at the conclusion of said 
treaty. 

7th. Also that. said committee be further instructed to 
inquire whether, under article 2d of said treaty, the Hud- 
sows Bay Company, dr Brigish subjects trading with the 
same, have the right to introduce, through the port of Astoria, 
foreign goods for consumption in Oregon Territory, free of 
duty, and whether all foreign goods, introduced by said com- 
pany or British subjects trading with the same, through the 


. port aforesaid, are not subject to precisely the same rates 


of duties as they would be if introduced by American citi- 
zens. 


Mr. THURSTON moved that the resolutions 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved 
that the sesolutions be referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. THURSTON objected to such reference, 
on the ground that the resolutions involved legal 
questions in which the rights of parties were in- 
volved, and hoped the resolutions would be re- 
ferred tothe Committee on the Judiciary. _* 

The question was put, and they were referred 
to the Judiciary Committee. 


Mr. THURSTON, on leave, introduced **A 
bill granting certain lands to the Territory of Ore- 
gon, to aid in the improvement of the navigation 
of the Willamette and other rivers in said ‘Terri- 
tory; which was read twice, and, on motion of 
Mr. Tuurston, referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 


Mr. THURSTON introduced the following re- 
solution, which was read and adopted. - 


Resolved, That the Committee on ‘Territories be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of allowing to all ‘l’errito- 
ries regularly organized by act of Congress, one copy each 
of the narrative and scientific works of the Exploring Expe- 
dition, deposited and to be deposited in the Library of Con- 
gress, to belong to the territorial libraries thereof, and to 
stand in the place of the-one such territories are entitled to 
receive upon becoming a State. 


_ Mr. THURSTON asked and obtained leave to 
introduce a bill, of which previous notice had been 
given, “for the relief of Oregon Territory;” which 
was read twice by its title and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Territories. 


On motion by Mr. THURSTON, 


Resolved, Ttiat the Committee on Territories be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an additional ap- 
Propriation for the erection of suitable publie buildings at 
the seat of government of Oregon Territory. 


On motion by Mr. THURSTON, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
for the establishment of a land office in Oregon Territory, 
and providing for the survey of a portion of the public lands 
in said Territory, and containing such other provisions and 
restrictions as said committee may deem necessary for the 
proper management and protection of said public lands. 


On motion by Mr, SIBLEY, 


selene That the Committee on the Post Office and. 


Post Roads be instracted to inquire into the expediency of 
Cone @ post route from Pont Doagiaas, via College 
Grove, Red Rock, St. Paul’s, and Pails of St. Anthony, 

Port Gainesyand also. to Long Prairie aud Pembina; and 
from Pont , via Stillwater, Marine Mills, Falls of 
8t. Croix, and Pockegowa, to Fond du L.ac—all in the 
Tervigery of Minnesotg—and report thereon by bill or other- 
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| Government within whose acknowledged limits such Indian 


| -and securing the rights and objects above named has been 
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pwc thereto, should not be surrendered upon the author- 
zed demands of Great Britain or any other foreign Power. 
7th. Resolved, further, That it is inéxpedient and unwise 



























On motion by Mr. SIBLEY, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of so amending the acts for 


the organization of Minnesota and Oregon Territories as to | for this Government either to solicit or to permit the inter- 
make the office of judges therein created elective by the 


ference of Great Britain or any other a Power, in 
people of said Territories, and that said committee report || a rieomens by treaty, of the important affairs designated 
thereon by bill or otherwise. : ; tn the 


resolution. 
Mr. SIBLEY introduced, on leave, the following roceeded to read the resolutions. 


The Clerk 
| Mr. TOOMBS and other members objected to 


bills; which were read twice and referred, viz : | th . t 
A bill to provide for the punishment of crimes | The toads of the resolution. 
and offences committed in the Indian country | oe eee Ad the resolution had not been 
within the limits of Minnesota and Oregon Terri- | TR. mm ’ 
tories. Referred to the Committee on Indian Af- | r. PRESTON KING rose and objected. 
aise sand | The resolutions, therefore, were neither read 
A bill for the benefit of Minnesota Territory. || velaraaeton) foltiiwdal on 0 paiat orera 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. . I} ee 
The SPEAKER announced the expiration of || Seid oen baled and the SPEAKER. 
the half hour to which the reception of resolutions || r. EVANS, of Maryland, asked the unani- 
and bills from the States and Territories, not here- || airy ry pot egeantie He ot brersening, 
: : eal | rmation. 
tofore called in their order, on been limited. | Mr. MARSHALL inquired whether the reso- 
CENTRAL AMERICA. 


|| lution of th u fi Kentucky [{Mr. 
Mr. BOYD sent to the Speaker’s table the fol- | Born] had beet read throtigh?” eh 
lowing resolutions, which he asked might be read || The SPEAKER said it had not. 


for information: || Mr. MARSHALL said he should then object 


iI 
1, Resolved, That itis now deemed to be expedient and || to the readi thi i 
proper to assert aud de clare, that it is, and should be, the | eading of this resolution. 
} 
| 


settled policy of the Government and people of this Confed- So the resolution was neither received nor read. 


| 
eracy, as well as of the Governments and people of the | Mr. WINTHROP said he believed the morning 
other States of Central and North America, that no part of 


t , seen hour had now expired 

this continent north of the Isthmus of Darien may, under . 

any- pretext whatever, be seized, taken, or possessed, by || The SPEAKER said, not yet. uate : 
any of the Powers of Enrope, to be subjected to their do- Mr. WINTHROP. How soon will it expire? 
minion, or to plant ne — therein; andfurther, || The SPEAKER. In twelve minutes. 

to assert and declare that such American policy is approved || . ’ 

and will be firmly maintained at all hazards by the people || Mr. WINTHROP made An mquiry of the 
and Government of the United States; Provided, however, || Speaker as to the condition of the first resolution 


That it is not designed to dispute or contest the right of || from the Senate in relation to the original manu- 
Great Britain or Russia to their colonial possessions in || script of the Farewell Address of George Wash- 
North Ametica, situated on the north of the northern bound- I} ington. The writing was to be sold (he said) on 
ary of the United States. 5 . | 

2d. Resolved, That it is the opinion of the House of Rep- || the twelfth of February. If the motion was now 
resentatives of the Upleed Beaten. that the fadion wikee ae. | in order, he would move that the House proceed 
cupying any portion of the countries or coasts within any o ; : ines S ad 
the States or Territories of Central or North America, are ws, consideration of business on the Speaker - 
rightfully, and should only be, under the protection of the || S : 5 
The SPEAKER said the motion would be in 


order in twelve minutes. 


Mr. OWEN asked the unanimous consent of 
| the House to introduce a bill for the relief of the 
| Mineral Railroad and Banking Company of the 
State of Georgia. 
Objection was made, and it was not introduced. 


Mr. MOORE asked leave to introduce a bill to 
discourage speculation in the public lands, and to 
secure homes thereon to actual settlers. 


Objection was made, and the bill was not intro- 
| duced, 


| 


have no right to make treaties of alliance with them as in- 
dependent nations, without the assent of the Governments 
of North America, within the territorial limits of which they 
are included, much less the right, under pretext of such 
treaties, to occupy and take possession of-any portion of the 
territories belonging to the civilized nations and States on 
this gontinent; and that such interference with the savage 
tribes inhabiting the Territories of the United States, the || 

1} 

| 


| 
tribes may be; and that Great Britain, or other foreign States, | 
tt 


States of Mexico, or of Central America, by Great Britain 
or any other foreign kingdom, is contrary to ‘all former 
usage of the civilized nations of the world, insulting to the 
independent States in which the savages may be situated, 
and will never be tolerated or endured by the people and 
Governments of North America. 

3d. Resolved, That the five States of Central Americt, to 





concluded, th 





Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, insisted on the 

wit: Costa Rica, Nicoragsa, Honduras, Sen Senndar, and || regular order of business. , 

Guatemala, are the political sovereigns of all the country || . ; 

extending from ocean to ocean, and fram the New Granadian {| On motion by Mr. HARALSON, leave was 

province of Veragua to the southern States of Mexico, and granted to withdraw from the files of the House 

that the Mosquito soungre> and ames tribes <r re- | the petition of John P. Warnock. 

siding therein, are under the exclusive protection of those | X 

States, and sustain in substance the same relation to their Mr. EVANS, of Maryland asked the unani- 

Government, which the Indian tribes, situated within the || mous consent of the House to offer a resolution. 

limits of the United reer “_< British erepsuene > Objection was made. 

North Ainerica, sustain to the Government of this Confed- |, , 

eracy and to that of Great Britain respectively ; and that }| The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 

Great Britain has no — paso > treat with the are \} ness is called for. 

Indians, and, as their ally, forcibly to seize upon and occupy | 

any portion of the territories of the States of Central Amer- REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

ica, or either of them, than she has under the prete xtof such | The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the 

treaties of alliance with the Indian tribes in our borders, to || committees for renorte 

take and hold possession, with her armed forces, countries i ‘ Cc , 

embraced within the limits of some of the States or Territo Mr. McWILLIE, from the Committee on 

ries of the eine ae. i oa pees At Printing, to which was referred the motion to print 
4th. hesolved, That the of Nicaragua is the territo- | : : : t? : = 

rial sovereign of the whole country, embracing the Lake of || 10,000 E. ne oat “ pod Pecan o oem a. 

Nicaragua and Manaqua, the river connecting them, the || S8z¢ On [he subject o ITO! » Fepo 3 

Rio San Juan de Nicaragua, with its outlets in the sea, and | Jution in favor of the printing; (which, he said, 

the coast 7 nee ene ne on Cnpnenreee of Hon- || would cost ¢4,100;) which was agreed to. 

duras on the nort of Costa Rica on the south. {| eer A ‘ : 
Sth. Resolved, That it ie expedient, (if it be not already || Mr. mS ILLt eas eee FM 

done,) without delay to secure by treaty with the State of || subject o Pecat € would as e Fiouse 

Nicaragua, the following important objects, to wit: Ist. || take up and consider the resolution from the Sen- 

The right of way for the Government and citizens of the || ate in favor of binding certain of the public doc- 

United var aoe tietien Se State. ba The right to ~ Gov- || uanente. 

ernment of the United Statea to charter a company to con- || one . ’ 

struct a.ship canal or oceanic communication in said State. || The SPEAKER said it would not be in order 

3d. The right for the Government of the United States, with || to take up the resolution until the House proceeded 

a view to the protection of such great enterprise, thus toin- || to the consideration of the business on the Speak- 

sure its completion, bo pare one eee bye MA tebe. goed I er’s table 

and those of her citizens in the uninterrupted navigation of || i 

-sach contemplated ship eanal, and to preserve the peace | On motion by Mr. THOMAS, the Committee 

and neutrality of the country in which it is situated, to for- || of Claims was discharged from the further con- 

uy ies toate nh eee ian uheany tees aang || sideration of the petition of George S. Claflin, of 

works designed with such naval and m . : 

be deemed necessary, and that if any treaty providing for eer weed Pesan toe referred to the 
- . ne Sonpeely of om as ee | Mr. THOMAS, also from the same aos 

d’Affairs to Central Am t opinion of this bedy | se reports in the following cases; whic 

that ‘such treaty should be, without delay, laid before the || Made adver es py veagned prepifirtor 

Senate for its approval and ratification. | were ordered to on table an pri . 
6th. Resolved, further, That if such treaty as that indiea- | viz: i ‘ 

ted in the Sth —— preeeding, bas ane oa er | The petition of Zenas King, of uae pe 
ned by the mnitic nts e e 1 : 4: ' 

N y tho tights, privileges, and advantages therein ae. |, Yerk, for compensation for aiding the marshal to 


cured to the Government and citizens of the contracting |) enforce the neutrality laws on the Canadian line; 
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The petition of Thomas Jarrett, for compensa- 
tion for the vessel purchased by him for the trans- 
portation of provisions for the use of the navy; 

The petition of Samuel S. Rind; and 

The petition of George Hartwick, for damages 
done his vessel, 

Mr. THOMAS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of John Dickson, the 
surviving partner of Lambert and Dickinson; 





which was read ‘twice, referred to the Commitee | 


of the Whole House, and made the order of the 
day for to-morrow. 


Mr. NELSON, from the Committee of Claims, 


reported a bill for the relief of Solomon T. Nicoll || 
and James Clinch, of the city of New York; || 


which was read twice and referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House. 


Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee of Claims, || 


reported a bill for the relief of John Glenn, the 


administrator of Robert Barry, deceased, and | 
Washington Hall; which was read twice and re- | 


ferred to the Committee of the Whole House. 


Mr. D., also, from the same committee, made | 


an adverse report on the petition of William D. 
Shaw. for compensation for beef furnished the 
United States troops; which was ordered to tie on 
the table and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. D., the Committee of Claims 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the petition of Elizabeth Ring, of Baltimore, the 
widow of Captain Thomas Ring, for indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, on motion of Mr. D., the same committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the petitions of the heirs of William Hudson and 
Daniel Hover. 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, from the Com- || 


mittee on Commerce, reported a bill to limit the 
liability of ship-owners, and for other purposes; 
which was read twice and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. McLANE, from the same committee, re- 
ported the following resolution, which was read: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be author- 
ized to employ a clerk, from and after the lst of February, 
7850, at the usual compensation, to the 30th April, 1850. 

Mr. HOUSTON inquired whether it was usual 
or not to allow that committee a clerk ? 

Mr. McLANE said, whether it was usual or 
not, the commiitee had asked for a clerk for three 
months only. They would not have done so un- 
less it was necessary. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, said the Committee of 


Publie Lands have charge of the whole nation; | 


and if the Committee on Commerce was to have a 
clerk, he woukl move to amend the resolution 
to give the Committee on Public Lands a clerk. 

Mr. SCHENCK said, if the Committee of Com- 
merce could not get along they had better turn 
their affairs over to the Custom House. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, said that the | 


morning houf had nowexpired. .In order that the 
House might dispose of the joint resolution for the 
purchase of the original manuscript of Washing- 
ton’s Farewell Address, he would move that the 
House proceed to the consideration of business on 
the Speaker’s table and to the orders of the day. 

Mr. PRESTON KING inquired what was the 
regular order of business? 

he SPEAKER said, it was the business cn 

the Speaker’s table. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Streruens, and, having been decided in the 


affirmative, the House proceeded to the consider- | 


ation of business on the Speaker’s table. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the President of the United States, 
transmitting the annual report of the Inspectors of 


the Penitentiary of the District of Columbia, made | 


in compliance with the act of 3d March, 1829; 
which was read, and, on the motion of Mr. Harat- 
son, referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

Il. Also, a communication from the War De- 
partment, transmitting, in compliance with the act 


approved March 3, 1803, to more effectually pro- | 


vide for the national defence by establishing a uni- 
fo.m militia throughout the United States, the re- 
p»t of the Adjutant General, of the returns of the 
militia in all the States and Territories, of their 


army accoutrements and ammunition. Referred to 
the Committee on the Militia. 

| IIL Also, acommunication from the War De- 
|| partment, transmitting, in compliance with the acts 
|| 1818, 1842, and 1846, a list of the names of clerks 
| and other persons employed in all the branches of 





j 
| 
' 
| 
| 


| this department, other than officers of the army, 
for the year 1849; which was ordered to lie on 

| the table and be printed. 

IV. Also, a communication from the Navy De- 
|| partment, transmitting, in answer to the resolution 

| of the House of the 24th of January on the sub- 
| ject of the purchase of hemp for the Navy, the re- 
| port from the Bureau of Equipment and Construc- 
| tion of the information called for, together with a 
| statement of the purchases and tests of American 
| and foreign hemp from 1841 to 1850. 
| On motion of Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, 
| referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs and or- 
| dered to be printed. 
| V. Also, a communication fromthe War De- 
|| partment, transmitting a report, made in pursuance 
|| of the act of April 2d, 1794, of the expenses of the 
national armories, and the number of arms, &c., 
| made for the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 

| 1849. Ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 
|| VI. Also, a communication from the War De- 
|| partment, transmitting, in compliance with the re- 
|| quirements of the acts of 2ist April, 1808, and 
|| March 3d, 1809, a statement of the contracts made 
| under that department for the year 1849. Re- 
1 ferred to the Committee on Expenditures in the 

| War Department. 
| WASHINGTON’S FAREWELL ADDRESS. 


|| ‘The joint resolution from the Senate, author- 


|| dress of General Washington, came up in its regu- 
|| lar order, 

| 
i} 


heretofore offered by Mr. Carrer, limiting the 


|! sand dollars. 


|| On which amendment the yeas and nays had | 


|| been ordered. 

|| Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, asked Mr. Car- 
|| TER to withdraw his amendment. 

|| Mr. CARTER said that if the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Sreruens] could assign any good 
_ reason why the amendment should be withdrawn, 
1] nae C.) would withdraw it. 

i| he yeas and nays were then taken, and result- 
|| ed—yeas 66, nays 93; as follows: 


} 
it 


‘| 
j 


|| Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Bowlin, Boyd, Burt, Joseph Cable, 
1} Carter, Cleveland, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Dim- 
mick, Disney, Edmundson, Feathersten, Fitch, Fuller, Gil- 
more, Green, Hammond, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. 
Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hubbard, Hunter, Andrew John- 
-on, Jones, Kaufman, Preston King, Litdefield, Job Mann, 
Mason, McQueen, Mc Willie, Miller, Miilson, Morris, Olds, 
Orr, Parker, Potter, Robbins, Savage, Sawtelic, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompson, Toombs, 
Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Whitlesey, Wildrick, 
Wood, and Young—66. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Andrews. Baker, 
|| Bayly, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Burrows, 
1 Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
|| Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Coleock, Conrad, Corwin, 
| Dixon, Doty, Duncan, Nathan Evans, Ewing, 
| 


| 
j 


Fowler 
Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Halloway, Hampton, Haralson, 
Hay, Haymond, Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, Holliday, Holmes, 
| Houston, Howard, Howe, Inge, Jackson, Julian, Kerr, 

Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, John A. 
|| King, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McKissock, Rob- 
| ert M. McLane, Meacham, Meade, Moore, Morse, Morton, 
it Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Peaslee, Peck, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam, 
| Reed, Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Scher- 
| merhorn, Schoolcraft. Seddon, Shepperd, Spalding, Sprague, 
|| Stanly, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Tay- 
| lor, John B. Thompson, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wat- 
kins, White, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop—93. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. SWEETSER moved that there be a call 
of the House. 

The SPEAKER decided the motion to be our 
|| of order, the previous question having been or- 
dered, 
|| The question then was on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 
|| ‘The resolution was read a third time by its title, 

- the question then being on the passage there- 
' oO — 
1 Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, understood, he 

said, (addressing the Chair,) that the previous 

| question had now been exhausted, and that, on 
the question of its passage, the bill was open to 
debate. 

The SPEAKER assented. 


{| 
i 








The pending question was on the amendment | 
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| 





| 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Ashe, Bay, Beale, || 





| ' 
| 


Feb. 6, 


Mr. JOHNSON said he understood: 

vote just taker, that this House ietended oo 
ize the committee to pay any price they thiote 
think proper for this manuscript. It seemed . ; 
the House were not satisfied to limit the ieeene 
to be paid at $1,000. It was conclusive, then, 

his mind, if not to the minds of others, that the 
committee were expected to pay more than this 
sum. Now, he asked in the name of his eeniatig 
uents and in the name of the American people. 
what was this whole manuscript worth? He ~ 
sumed that every gentleman on this floor had the 
Farewell Address of Washington; most of the 
people of the United States had it; not in its ttlcin. 
al form, it was true, with all its interlineations 
erasures, and blurs, but the Farewell Address of 
Washington in its spirit, as correetly printed. Qn 
what principle was this manuscript now offered to 
the Congress of the United States? A mercenary 
principle, a principle of speculation, in violation of 
the intentions of its author. Who believed tha 
George Washington, the Father of his Country 
would ever have consented that this man—My 
Claypoole—should retain the manuscript of hig 


i Farewell Address to hawk and peddle it about to 


the highest bidder? He (Mr. J.) did not under. 


1 stand this manuscript to be the property of this 
| 


individual; but his executors, whoever they might 
| be, were acting in bad faith both to the gentleman 
| and to General Washington himself. He under- 
stood—and the fact was so stated in the papers— 
that after this Farewell Address was set up, this 
| Mr. Claypoole had asked General Washington, 
/and been allowed by General Washington to re. 
tain the manuscript—that was, to keep it in his 


: , 
} izing the purchase of the manuscript Farewell Ad- || Possession; and having thus been permitted to re. 


|| tain it, and having no vested right in the manu- 


| script, his executors now came forward and pro- 
| posed to sell it to the country. 


| Was there not the same reason to purchase the | 


| amount to be paid for the manuscript to one thou- | pen, if it could be found, with which this manu- 


script was prepared? or to purchase the old print- 
_ ing press and the type upon which the Address was 
| printed ? ; 

| Mr. VAN DYKE (ittterposing) rose, he said, 
| toa question of order. He believed one of the roles 
| of the House declared that no gentleman should 


|| speak twice upon the same subject. The gentle- 


| man from Tennessee had spoken upon this subject 
| when it had been under consideration the other 


day. 

The SPEAKER. The rule has not been in- 
fringed by the gentleman from Tennessee. The 
| resolution is now at a different stage from that 
| in which it was when the gentleman from Tennes- 
| see addressed the House the other day. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The resolution is now onits 
third reading. 
Mr. STANTON (Mrz. Jonnson yielding the 
floor) asked his colleague to allow him to ask one 
| question. He(Mr. 8.) had understood this morn- 
| ing—he did not know how correct the information 
was—that’ there was already one copy of this 
| Farewell Address, in the handwriting Of General 
| Washington, in the possesion of the Government. 
He would like to know whether his colleague or 
any other gentleman could inform him whether 
| this was the fact ? 

Mr. JOHNSON (resuming) replied that he did 
not know. He presumed it was true. If Con- 
gress paid a large price for this MS., there would 
soon be a dozen copies of the MS. which Con- 
gress could purchase. He thought this House 
ought to set their face against it. It was contrary 
to the intention of Washington; it was doing in- 
justice to this deceased citizen in whose hands 
General Washington had permitted this MS. to be 
retained, 

If he had understood the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Cnanpier] aright the other day, 
the gentleman had said that the executors or ap- 
praisers of the estate of Mr. Claypoole had estima- 
ted the value of this MS. at $1,000. Now, if this MS. 
did not belong to Mr. Claypoole, were not his ex- 
ecutors acting in bad faith in fixing any price upon 
it and proposing to sell it,to the Government of the 








United States? If it were true, as had been sug- . 


gested by his colleague, that the Government was 
now in possession of one copy of the MS., he 
thought the presumption very strong that this 
was not the original pony “ 

Mr. STANTON (Mr. Jounson yielding) re- 
peated that he had heard this morning that there 
was a correct copy of the Farewell Address, in 


* 
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handwriting of Washington, now in posses- 


o f the Government, and that the one which 


sion 
an left in the possession of the printer. He, 
however, knew nothing of the correctness of the 
satement. r : 3 
Mr. JOHNSON (resuming) said he was in 
that the House would reject this resolution, 

not out of any disrespect to the memory of Gen. 
Washington, for he thought it a reflection upon 
the character of that great man to pass it. It 
yould gratify that mercenary spirit which was 
obtaining too much ground in this country. There 
had already been too many impositions of this 


character practiced upon the Government, under | 


these appeals to the patriotism of Congress. There 
yas a great deal mere of pretence than of reality 
in this thing celled patriotism. A great many 
men—gentiemen, as they were called—were ready 
make a display of their patriotism by putting 
heir hands into other people’s pockets. Their 
siews were then very large and patriotic, but they 
were very different when it came to putting their 
hands into their own pockets. If the resolution 

sed in its present shape, how easy it would be 
for these executors to have, as he knew was fre- 
quently the case at auctions, sweetners, by-bidders, 
and so run the bids up to $10,000. 

Mr. INGE interposed and (the floor being 
yielded) desired to ask the gentleman [Mr. Jonn- 
sox] if he could inform the House at what price 
the executors of Mr. Claypoole held the manu- 
seri nt? 

Me. CHANDLER rose to reply, and (Mr. 
Jounson further giving way) said he was author- 
ized to say that they held it at no price. But it 


would be sold under the laws of Pennsylvania at | 


whatever price it would bring, for it was the prop- 
erty of the heirs of the deceased Mr. Claypoole. 
There would be neither over-bidding, under-bid- 
ding, nor by-bidding. ‘ 

Mr. CARTER inquired of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania if he had not stated in his place, 
when the resolution had before been under con- 
sideration, that the price fixed upon the manu- 
script was one thousand dollars? That the exec- 
utors would take one thousand dollars? 

Mr. CHANDLER. No; I said that that was 
merely the appraisement of the persons appointed 
under the law of Pennsylvania. It has now to be 
sold at auction. 

Mr. CARTER wished to inquire if the estate 
was insolvent? 

Mr. CHANDLER was understood to reply that 
he did not know. 

Mr. JOHNSON (resuming) said, from all that 
had keen said on all sides, he understood that the 
appraisers of the estate had estimated the value of 
this manuscript at one thousand dollars; and it 
was said by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
that the executors refused to sell it at private sale 
at any price, because, by the law of Pennsylvania, 
they were required to throw it into market té*the 
highest bidder, 

_ Mr. CHANDLER said they were not author- 
ized to sell it at private sale. 

Mr. JOHNSON repeated, that notwithstanding 
the assurance of the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia that there would be no under-bidding or over- 
bidding, such would be very likely to be the case; 
and that, in all probability , if this resolution 
without limitation as to the price, the bids would 
be run up toany amount which it was thought 
could be extorted from the Government. The 
opinion was becoming very common that he who 
plucked the Government most was the best fellow. 
Although he who stole from an individual was 
sent to the penitentiary, it was entirely harmless 
‘0 steal from the Government. The Government 
Was considered in the light of a goose; and this 
was a complete plucking operation. This manu- 
script was to come into the market and the Gov- 
‘rnment was to be plucked, he might say swin- 
dled, by by-bidders. He wished to know if the 
ws of Pennsylvania required executors to throw 
into market and sell that which did not belong to 
the estate? Did the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
me this manuscript belonged to the deceased 

Mr. CHANDLER, (in his seat.) I do. 

Mr. JOHNSON asked, on what authority? 

¢ had seen it stated in the pattie prints, and it 
he conceded by all, even the gentleman from 
tansylvania himeelf, that Mr. Claypoole had 


if 


i} 
i 


| 


| 


| 





- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


merely been permitted to retain this manuscript. 
He did not ownit. Yet the executors came for- 


ress was asked to purchase was that which | ward under the law of Penfisylvania and offered it 


for sale. He was no lawyer and did not profess 
to understand the technicalities of law, but as was 
suggested by a gentleman near him, it was a 
mere privilege of deposit that had been granted by 
General Washington to Mr. Claypoole; and if these 
executors had but a small portion of that patriot- 
ism which was so loudly appealed to, would they 
not, as soon as it had come into their possession, | 
have deposited it along with Washington’s camp | 
chest, sword, uniform and walking-cane pre- 


|| sented to General Washington by Franklin, in the 


1 
| 








| 


| 


} 





| 
|| obtained a large appropriation heretofore for the || 
| original papers of General Washington? Had not || 


| 
| 


| 





| 
| 


| 
| 


; amount involved in the contemplated purchase, || us by the greatest benefactor of his country? 
| but the principle, which actuated him in his oppo- || is true we hearenothing but discord in the land. 


Patent Office, to be preserved by the Government? 


money, and they came forward and asked the Gov- 
ernment to buy that which did not belong to the | 
estate of the deceased Mr. Claypoole. A man 
would look as well who would hawk and peddle his 
own clothes about the city of Washington, as those | 
who in this way would endeavor to extort by | 
unfair means a large sum of money from the Gov- | 
ernment. 

He had seen a letter, in the possession of a | 
gentleman from Pennsylvania on this floor, which | 
was written by General Washington to an officer | 

f the arnvy—a Mr. Miller. General Washing- 
ton’s hand-writing could be found in many other 


} 
| 


| strongest argument in favor of ita adoption. 
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in his Farewell Address, had faded away. These 
sentiments, which were so wisely, 80 patriotically 
expressed in that important paper had 

away, and were now lost sight of. Does public 


| Opinion respond to the sentiments contained m that 


Address? No. There is no such response. In- 
stead of responding to the exhortations contained 
in that paper, our country throughout her whole 
extent is at this moment torn by dissensions, 
which threaten, in their progress and their termi- 
nation, to tear down the existing fabric of our 
| Government, and to destroy the most precious 
_ relic which has heretofore been preserved in the 
| ark of the Constitution. He could not give his as- 


| 
| 
1o | sent to this resolution, which contemplated a meas- 
| A different spirit was manifested. They wanted 1 


| 
| 


ure derogatory to the character of General Wash- 
ington, ¢ ; 

He renewed the motion to lay the resolution 
on the table, but subsequently withdrew it, 


| say much in reply to the gentleman from Tennes- 


|| Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, had no desire ta 
peo and the gentleman from Alabama. 


But the 
truth, the solemn, warning truth, of the present 
dissensions in the country uttered by the gentile- 
man from Alabama, and on which he had based 
his opposition to the resolution, was, in fact, the 
It 
was true, indeed, and a mournful truth it waa, 
that the spirit of Washington’s Farewell Addresa 


places ; why could not that gentleman, and all || seems no longer to govern and guide our councils. 
others in whose possession was any of that hand- || But was it not the more important that gentlemen 


ask the Government to buy it? 
He had no disposition to consume the time of | 
the House unnecessarily. It was not the mere | 


|| writing, come forward, and with equal propriety || from all sections of the Union should pause and 
|| consider well the grave and weigh y lessons taught 


in that paper, which by every American should be 
cherished as the most valuable legucy bequeathed 
it 


| sition to the resolution. We have had already bad || It isnot my purpose to speak of the cause or ori- 


| 


| 





| 


| 





| business enough of this kind before us. It was the | gin of this lamentable state of things. 
principle of the thing against which he protested. He || 


would like to ask the question, who it was that had | 


these papers been already purchased by Congress, | 
and paid for at a very liberal rate? Had not | 
money enough been granted to buy every scrap of | 
paper to which he had at any time affixed his | 
autograph? He hoped the House would proceed | 
no further in this practice, but that it would reject | 
this resolution. He did not desire this out of any | 
disrespect to General Washington. The rejection | 
of the resolution would be clearly and manifestly | 
the best way to show our respect for his charac- | 
ter. The people throughout the whole country | 
have in their hearts the spirit of this Farewell | 
Address, which is not limited to this paper. They | 
have the spirit of it in their keeping. It is as fa- | 
miliar to them asa school book. Why, then, is | 
Congress called on to expend money in the pur- | 
chase of this manuscript? He hoped it would not | 
be done. 

He had not any intention to prevent other gen- | 
tlemen from making any remarks on the subject; | 
but he would conclude with moving to lay the 
resolution on the table. 

Mr. JOHNSON subsequently withdrew the 
motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. INGE rose and said, that he had voted 
against the amendment which had been moved by 
the gentleman from Ohio, although the rejec- 
tion seemed to imply that it was the sense of the 
House that the committee should be empowered 
to purchase the manuscript at any price at which 





it could be obtained. Had the amendment of the | 
gentleman from Ohio been adopted, it was clear | 


that the purchase could not have been made for 
any sum less than one thousand dollars, the 
amount limited in the amendment; because that 
would have been considered as conveying the 
opinion of the House that this was the value set 
upon it by the Government. This was the reason 
which had influenced him when he gave his vote 
against the amendment. He was opposed to the 
resolution in any form, while he was willing to 
give it that shape which would make it most ac- 
ceptable to the House. 

e was as much di as any gentleman to 
attach a high value to everything which was pre- 
sented to us as a relic of the immortal Washing- 
ton. There was no man who could be more eager 
than himself to treasure up the sacred memory of 

tman. But he thought that this was no 
time for the adoption of this resolution. The glori- 
ous sentiments i General W 


Perhaps 
the gentleman from Alabama and myself might 
not disagree as to them. We conceive that a por- 
tion of the people in one section of the Union, 
disregarding the solemn injunctions of the parting 
| farewell of the Father of his Country, are threat- 
| ening aggressions upon our section, which, if per- 
| sisted in, may bring upon us all those dire calam- 

ities which are so prophetically set forth in this 

Address. Could we address to that spirit of ag- 

gression a stronger or more auitable argument than 

an appeal to the principles of brotherly kindness 

and mutual forbearance which that Address so 
| forcibly and eloquently inculcates? Before we 
| despair, let us again invoke that same spirit of 
| justice, forbearance, harmony, and amity, which 
| breathes throughout that Address, and which has 


| never failed in times past to save us in times of the 


| greatest danger and peril. » 
| The gentleman from Tennessee had put the 
| question—** What is this old writing worth?’ 
| He would not give an answer to this question. 
| He trusted we had not yet arrived at that point 
when the value of the sentiments of the im:rnortal 
| penman of that paper was to be estiniaied by a 
| money standard. He hoped that in no part of the 
Union had we come to this low point. He hoped 
| we had not, for the honor of the country. He be- 
| lieved if all the people in alli parts of the country 
could meet together, and listen to the noble senti- 
| ments of that address, the flickering hope of tran- 
) quillity, which is now scarcely visible, would be 
speedily strengthened, and would reillumine the 
country from one end of its limits to the other. 
What response could he give to the inquiry— 
‘* What is this old writing worth?’’ Sir, | have 
none to give. Suffice it to say, that this old wri- 
ting is nothing but the original manuscript of Gen- 
eral Washington’s Farewell Address. In reply 
to what had been suggested by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, that there was another in the posses- 
sion of the Government, he would merely say that 
there might be a corrected copy of the Address in 
the hands of the Government. But he desired to 
have the original, with all its corrections and in- 
terlineations. That was the paper which he de- 
sired to have, 
Mr. JOHNSON. What evidence is there that 
this paper is the original manuscript of the Ad- 
dress? : 


ress? 

Mr. STEPHENS replied that he understood 
this point was established beyond a doubt. He 
thought it was a fact which no gentleman on this 
floor disputed. The Committee on the Library 
would satisfy themselves on this point. They had 
no authority to buy any other than the original 
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manuscript. He was willing to leave this to the 
een of the committee. He understood it to 

irrefutable that this was the original of that 
memorable Address, 

Mr. JONES wished to make a single inquiry of 
the gentleman from Georgia. ‘The resolution is 
now in that stage when it is beyond the reach of 
amendment. Is  imtended that the committee 
shall go on to Philadelphia to bid for this docu- 
ment? If not, is it intended that the committee 
shall depute an agent, and is the business to be 
left at the sole discretion of such agent? 

Mr. STEPHENS replied, that he did not know 
that any instruction had been given to the com- 
mittee in relation to the matter, or that it would 
be proper*for such to be given. He took it for 
granted that the committee would discharge their 
duty faithfully. 

Mr. MEADE desired to answer a question which 
had been proposed by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee. (Mr: Jounson.] He had taken the trouble 
to make an inquiry of the Librarian, whether there 
waa any autograph of this Address of General 
Wash naton, either in the Library or the Execu- 
tive Department; and the Librarian had replied, 
that there was no autograph in either the Library 
or the Denartment, to his knowledge. 

Mr. STEPHENS resumed. He supposed that 
the desire of the public would be to possess the 
original manuscript, Who was there who had 
not placed a high estimate on the autographs of 
the distinguished men of England, and of her old 


writers? Who did not know how eagerly the | 


original fac similes of the writing of the ‘~*ters of 
Junius, with all the interpolations and correcitons, 
was sought after? Who did n@ attach a high 


value to the fac similes of the writing of Byron— | 


even the interlineation and erasure of the most 
beautiful gas well as sublimest parts of Childe 
Harold? What would you not give, Mr. Speaker, 


for the original manuscript of Manfred or Ham- | 


let? Yet who among us would compare these 


with the original of the most important paper ever || 


written by Washington? He could not consent 
that x manuscript of that distinguished man should 


be compared with the writings of any other man | 


who had ever lived. 


Mr. JOHNSON asked if the Government did | 
not pay $40,000 for all the oviginal papers of | 
Washington? and now it appeared that this manu- 


script was not among the papers thus paid for. 
Mr. STEPHENS said this inquiry showed 
that there was a wide difference between the sen- 
timents of the gentleman from Tennessee and 
his own. He (Mr. S.) could not estimate the 
valué*of these papers b 
If the Government had paid one million for the 
a of Washington, and had the Government 


een even cheated in the purchase, he would || 


not suffer such considersions to influence 
course, If the father of any gentleman before 
his death had left a letter full of instructive sug- 
gestions and of solemn warning against evils which 
were likely to come, and that letter had been lost, 
and if it had fallen into the hands of some indi- 
vidual who, actuated by mercenary views, desired 
to make sale of it, would not the person to whom 
it was addressed, and to whom it was dear as a 
relic of paternal love, submit to any'sacrifice to 
rescue it from passing into other hands? 

This manuscript was in the hands of Mr. Clay- 
poole. During his hfe he kept it carefully as a 
valuable relic. On his death it had passed into 
the hands of his heirs and executors. From the 
argument of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, it 
might be supposed that the heirs of Mr. Clay- 
poole had come here to ask Congresa to give 
money for this paper, and that it was nothing more 
than a money-making speculation. If this was 
the state of facts, he knew nothing of them. He 
did not understand this as a proposition made by 
the heirs of Mr.Claypoole. Jt had been said, 
and — again and again, by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Coanpuer,] that these 
eae must be suld, with the other property of 

rt. Claypoole, by public auction, It was no 
proposition on their part to Congress. The only 
pvint for us to consider is, if we shall rescue this 
paper from the risk of passing into other hands, 
and place it inthe public library for preservation ? 

At some future day it might become important to 
prove the authenticity of the sentiments contained 
in this Address. . The original would put all doubt 
at rest, 


mere dollars and cents, || 


his |! 
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But this was not the ground on which he sup- 
ported the resolution.” He advocated the pur- 
chase, that this original paper might be deposited 
where the public could have access to it. e de- 
sired to see it placed in the Library, that the people 


from every section of the Union may see it, and’|! North may have been guilty of towards the So 


examine it, that thay might look at it, and read it 
with that patriotic fervor which the perusal of it 
| could not fail to awaken. 

As to the North—and he wished not to say a 
word to excite any party feeling—he trusted that 
when our fellow-citizens from that section might 
go to the library, and peruse this paper, they would 


gestions it contained, that the safety of this Union 
could only be maintained by brotherly love; and, 
after reading it, he trusted they would be brought 
to consider the people of the South as their 
brethren, and that the hand of aggression against 
the latter would be stayed, and that the effect 


which we are now threatened. 

Let the paper, then, be bought; let it be placed in 
the Library, where the people from all sections, 
when they come up to the Capitol, may look upon 
it and read it; and when they behold the lines 


voke and catch the spirit of patriotism, harmony, 
|} and love of country which animated his breast 
when he traced these wise and fatherly admonitions 
|| to his countrymen. Let the casement that shall 
‘| contain the sacred treasure be a national altar, 





| the Republic, from all sections, may come and re- 
| promises, in the spirit in which it was formed; 


| from its slumber, and go forth amidst the roar and 
| tumult of the storm now raging, and calm the 
excited waves of popular opinion now running so 
high and portentiously speaking to those dismayed 
|| by the reyolutionary prospect before us, in the lan- 
guage of Him who spoke as never man spake, 
|| when He allayed the boisterous sea, ‘* Be of good 
cheer, it isl, be not afraid.”’ 

Mr. CHANDLER said he had not risen to 
make any speech. He trusted it would be found 
that the Father of his Country, although dead, 
would be heard speaking through this House. 
| Whatever fate, then, might await this resolution, 
| it would be subject for gratification with him that 
ithad been brought forward. He trusted that the 
House would consider itself brought to estimate 
not the value of the Union, but of these sentiments 
which are now brought back vividly to our re- 
membrance; and that we would suffer ourselves to 
be carried back to those times and those scenes, 
when these sentiments flowed from the Father of 
his Country, and found expression on the paper 
which it is now proposed to purchase. 

He would rejoice, with the gentleman from 
| Georgia, to see this original document deposited 
| among the precious things in the Library. He 
| would rejoice could all the people of the Union be 
| assembled here, and that you, sir, should read to 
| all the great truths contained in that interesting 
| paper, and we should all consider ourselves as 
| brothers, members of the same family, having the 
| same interest, and united by one common feeling 
| of love. 
| He esteemed the yellow paper on which this 
| manuscript was written, as far superior in value to 
any paper of this time, as much so, as he regarded 
| the sacred tomb at Mount Vernon as above all 
| other tombs, the one as the depository of the bones 
| sanctified there, as the other for the spirit of the 
immortal chief which breathed in it. 

He did not believe, with the gentleman from 
Alabama, that the spirit of this Address had de- 
| parted from among us. He thought it was not 

dead, but, sleeping, and he agreed with the gentle- 
man from Georgia that the influence of this paper 
would reanimate it. He had no desire to make a 
speech, but merely a brief explanation. If the 
possessors of this document came here as sellers of 
it, he had not been so informed, or that they had 
come into the market with this paper, or are'anx- 
ious that the Government should be a competitor 
for its purchase. There are some who may want 
it, and may not be able to buy it. We may not 
want it, and yet ought to buy. He was midst de- 





| 











sirous that the committee should know what course 
the House desired to parsue in relation to it,’ They 
were not disposed to give an exorbitant price for 


refresh their recollections with the salutary sug- | 


would be to check and avert the dangers with | 


made by the hand of Washington, may they in-. 


about which and around which,the true friends of 
|| new their vows to the Consutution and its com- | 


and from this may the spirit of Washington rise | 


n ard all other circumstan 2. Eeete 
= tbe its just value. ~ ree PK We, Goamery, 

s to the remarks of the gentlem : 
he would only say, coareastnts 


| 
| 


it, but just such as, considering the political 
| that what 


aggressions the 


|| he would not now stop to consider. But he vin 


| cerely hoped, whenever that question should con, 
| up, that we might all go together to the perusal f 
this Address, and emphatically dwell on that Pr 
|| which treats on the importance of preserving the 
‘| Union, and the dangers which must result fr . 
{| as Cae oa 
he heirs of Mr. Claypoole are com 

|| the law of Pesinisylvaiila to sell this sapie by act 
|| lic auction. ‘They are undoubtedly the true Own. 
| ers, and they only desired the decision of th 
|| people through their representatives as to whether 
| it should become the property of the Governm 
|| Or not. rm 
|| He would now come to the most interesting 
| 





|| part of his speech, and that was, to move the pre- 
|| vious question. 
| Mr. STANTON rose to inquire of the Speaker 

whether it was in order to move to recommit the 

resolution, with instructions to inquire whether 
there was not a copy of the same paper in the 
State Department? 

The SPEAKER decided the motion to be ot 
| of order. Fe 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, moved that the 

resolution be laid upon the table. 

The question was taken on that motion, and 
| decided in the negative. 
So the resolution was not laid on the table, 
|| The question then recurring on the demand for 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


| 





|| the previous question, it was taken, and there was 
a second—ayes 76, noes 53. 

And the main question (on the passage of the 
resolution) was ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. MASON and Mr, CARTER asked the 
yeas and nays on the main question, which were 
ordered; and being taken, were—yeas 103, nays 
45; as follows: 


| 

| 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Alston, Anderson, Andrews, 
Baker, Bayly, Bowie, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, 
Buel, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Josep) 
P. Caldwell, Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chandler, Conrad, 
Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dimmick, Disney, Dixon, Dun- 
ean, Nathan Evans, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fowler, 
Fuller, Gerry, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Hatloway, Thos, L. 

Harris, Hay, Haymond, Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, Holmes, 

|| Houston, Howard, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, Kerr, Daniel 
P. King, George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, 
Marshall, Matteson, McDowell, McKissock, Robert M. Mc- 
Lane, Meacham, Meade, Millson, Moore, Morton, Netson, 
Ogle, Otis, Parker, Peaslee, Peek, Phoenix, Pitman, Potter, 
Putnam, Reed, Robbins, Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, 
Savage, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Se@don, 

Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander 


H. Stephens, Taylor, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, 
Waldo, Watkins, White, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson, 
and Winthrop—103, 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay. Beale, 
Booth, Boyd, Burt, Jozeph Cable, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Coleotk, Conger, Daniel, Edmundson, Giddings, Green, 
Hammond, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris. Hubbard, 
Inge, Andrew. Johnson, Jones, Preston King, Littlefield, 
Job Mann, Mason, McQueen, Mc Willie, Miller, Morris, Orr, 
Phelps, Frederick P. Stanton, Strong, Sweetser, ‘Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, Willian Thompson, Toombs, Venable, 
Wallace, Wildrick, Wood, and Young—45. 


So the resolution was passed. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved a recon- 
sideration of the vote, and that that motion be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. MASON moved that the House adjourn. 

|| The House sefused to adjourn. 

The question then recurred, and was taken on 
the demand for the previous question, and was de- 

| cided in the affirmative. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 

table. 

And the joint resolution stands passed. 
SENATE BILLS. 
The following bills from the Senate were taken 
up for reference: a, 
The joint resolution directing the accounting 
officers ‘of the Treasury to adjust the accounts of 
Newton Lane, late pension agent at Louisville, 
Kentucky. : 
The resolution was read a first and second time, 


: 





On motion of Mr. MARSHALL, read the third 
time, ahora ' 

The bill entitled an Act for the relief of Nathan- 
iel Kuvkendall, was tend twice and referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office ‘and Post Roads. 
The joint resolution, providing for the binding 
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ublic documents, coming up in, order, was 

ce, with a view to reference; when 
Mr. MeWILLIE made some remarks in favor | 
of passing the resolution at once. He said. it 
wiginaied with the joint committee on printing. 
The view of that committee was, that if the doc- 
yments were worth printing they were worth 
pinding; and that if they were. not bound they 
yould be inevitably disposed of as waste paper. | 
The binding he said could be executed for 12; 

cents per volume, ae 
The resolution was then read the third time and 


| 
rae bill, entitled ‘*An act to provide for the 
ajjusiment and payment of the expenses incurred 
and obligations contracted by the State of Florida | 
in providing for the safety of the people of that | 
gate during the recent insurrection of the Semi- | 
jole Indians,” came up in order, was read twice, | 
and referred to the Committee on Military | 
airs. 
— bill, entitled ** An act to refund to the | 

Siate of North Carolina the amount of money ad- 

vanced and. transportations furnished to the vol- 

ypteers from that State during the war with Mex- 
ico;’ was read twice and referred to the Commit- 
ee on Military Affairs. 
} 


EXPENSE OF COLLECTING THE at eat 


Mr. BAYLY moved, at a late hour, that the || 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union. 

The motion. having been agreed to— 

The House resolved itse:if into Committee. of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. Porter, | 
of Ohio, in the Chair. 

The committee resumed the consideration of the 
joint resolution ** limiting the expense of collect- | 
ing the revenue from customs for the present fiscal | 
yenr, and the amendment thereto pending.” | 

Mr. MORTON rose and addressed the com- | 
mittee during his hour. A report of his Speech. | 
will appear in the Appendix. After Mr. Morrow | 
had concluded, | 

Mr. VINTON obtained the floor, and moved an | 
amendment to the amendment of which he had 
given previous notice. 

Mr, VINTON Pa to a motion by | 


Mr. HILLIARD that the committee rise. 

Which prevailing, the committee rose and re- 
ported progress. 

And, on motion of Mr. HILLIARD, 

The House adjourned. 





NOTICES OF BILLS. E 

Mr: BUEL gave notice that on some future day he should 
ask leave to introduce a bill to refund to the State of Michi- 
gau the amount of money advanced and transportation (ur- 
: -hed to volunteers from that State during the late war with 
Mexico, 
oat a bill for the establishment of a marine hospital at 
etrait. 

By Mr. FITCH: A bill for reducing the minimum price 
‘ _ in what was the Miami National Reservation in 
nd@iana. 





PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions and memorials were pre- 
sented and referred under the rule: 


By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of John Tilden, and 18 
other citizens of St. Louis, praying for a reduction of post- 
=. Reterred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 

vads . 


By Mr. BOOTH: The petition of William S. Camp, of 
Middletown, in the State of Connecticut, and 90 other per- 
Sons, praying for the reduction of postage to two cents on 
Prepaid letters of half an ounce. 

By Mr. BUEL: The joint resolution of the State of Mich- 
‘240, relating to a donation of lands by the General Govern- 
meut, for the benefit of a State normal school; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Publie Lands: i 

By Mr. WHI TTLESEY:: The petition of Daniel Shaw 
and others, aying for the establishment of a post road from 
Barton, in Washington county, to Athens, Ohio, through 
the township of Decatur. Referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. és 4 
‘ Also, the petition of Aaroa Parkhurst and others, praying 

% the confirmation of their title to land in Wisconsin. 
Referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

By Mr. SPALDING: The petition 
other citizens of Buffalo, fur the improvement of the harbor 
at the imouth of the Outonagan river,on Lake Superior, and 
lor a light-house at the same place. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of lowa: The petition of 633 citi- 
Zens of the State of fowa, praying for a grant of land to, the 
State of lowa, to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
Dubuque to Keokuk, equal to five sectioris to each mile.of 

toad, to be selected in alternate 8, five miles on 
fach side uf said road, and when such as tenia 


z 
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By Mr. GEORGE G. KING: The petition of the Presi- 
dent and Directors of the Newport Bank, of Newport, 
Rhode Isiend, praying for chenp postage. 

The petition of Davis, Cook, and others, of Cumberland, 
Rhode [xtand, praying for cheap postage. 

The petition of Truman Beckwith and others, of Provi- 
dence, Rnode Island, praying for cheap postage. 

The petition of aa Fessenden and others, of Val- 
ley Falls, Rhode I-land, praying for cheap postage. 

All of the above petitions were referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

By Mr. MILLSON: The memorial of Jotm Southgate, 
administrator of Mareus McCausland, and George Bramble, 
administrator of John Bramble, asking indemnity for French 
spoliations prior to 1800. Relerred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. KING, of New Jersey: The petition of 32 resi- 
dents of New York city and vicinity, for reduction of post- 
age on prepaid letters to two cents per half ounce. . 

Also, the petition of 180 residents of New York city and 
vicinity, for the reduction of postage on prepaid letters to 
two cents per hall-ounce. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Springfield, in the county 
of Essex, State of New Jersey, for the reduction of postage 
on prepaid letters to two cents per half-ounce. 

By Mr. WOOD: The petition from P. H. Dennis and 41 
others, citizens of Republic, Seneca county, Ohio, praying 
for the reduction of postage on prepaid Jetters to two cents 
per half-ounce. Referred to the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads. 

By Mr. HIBBARD: The petition of Isaac F. Williams 
and others, praying that the rate of postage on prepaid let- 
ters be established at two cents per ounce. Referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of citizens of Wisconsin, 
for a mail route from Waupun, by Rosendale and Hawley’s 
Corners, to Wanekuna. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of inhabitants of the counties of Fon du 
Lac and Winnebago, in the State of Wisconsin, fora mail 
route from Waupun, by Rosendale and Waukau, to Wane- 
knna. Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of 8. Austin White, M. Woodruff, B. 
O’Conner, and other citizens of Wisconsin, praying that 
proper measures may be adopted by this Government to pro- 
cure the right of navigating the river St. Lawrence to the 
shipping of the Lakes. Referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. 

By Mr. OLDS: The petition or B. C. True and others, 
residents of Cincinnati, Ohio, asking such an amendment of 
the Constitution of the United States as will permit a di- 
rect vote of the people for President and Vice President, and 
making the Heads of Departments and all Postmasters elect- 
ive officers. Referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Fairfield county, 
Ohio, asking the establishment of a post route from Lan- 
caster, the county seat of said county, through the towns 
of Jefferson, Winchester, and Waterloo, in said county, to 
the town of Grand Port, in Franklin county. Referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and’Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of Gardner Herring, of Madison county, 
Ohio, together with the accompanying documents, asking a 
pension for injuries received in the war of 1812. Referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. * 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of J. W. Sessions, Esq., 
and 19 others, electors of West Suffield, Connecticut, for a 
uniform rate of postage. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The petition of Richard Price and 
others, of Philadelphia, asking fora reduction of postage on 
prepaid letters. Referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. HAMILTON : The memorial of W. A. Irvine, ad- 
ministrator of Callender Irvine. Referred to the Comniittee 
on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. WOOD: A memorial from E. Giles, asking for 
the alteration of the post route from Upper Sandusky to 
Marseilles, in the county of Wyandott, Ohio. Referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. SPRAGUE: The petition of L. Kingsbury, and 90 
citizens of Marshall, Michigan, tor cheap postage. Referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The petition of Polly Millard, for a 
pension. Referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania: Four petitions of 
citizens of Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania, asking the establish- 
ment of the rate of postage on prepaid letters at two cents 
per half ounce. : 

Also, a petition of like import, from citizens of Abington 
Center, in Pennsylvania. 

Also, two petitions from citizens of Wayne and Luzerne 
counties, asking for the establishment of a mail route from 
Hamilinton, in. Wayne county, to Daleville, in Luzerne 
county. 

By Mr. SEDDON: The petition of Mrs. Indiana Shoe- 
maker, praying to be allowed six months’ pay due her de- 
ceased husband. Referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Also, the petition of Mary E. Burfort, executrix of John. 


Clark, deceased, praying compensation for certain cannon 
intended fur the navy, but injured by unusual hits. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. ' 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of Samuel F. Dale and 62 
others, citizens of Venango county, Pennsylvania, asking 
fora ¢ and modification in the existing tariff laws. 
Referred to the Cummitee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition cf 8. De Vaux, and 125 
others, citizens of Niagara Falls, county of Niagara, New 
York, asking Congress to éstablish the rate of postage on 
prepaid letters at two cents per half ounce. Referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. FITCH, leave was granted to with- 

draw from the files of the House the papers in the case of 
Wm. Suavely, of Indiana, and theeame were referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 
By Mr.REED: The tion of Joseph Shaw, and 84 
others, praying for the redaction of postage. Referred tothe 
Committee on the Post and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania, the petition 


and of Henty Miller, of Westmoreland conn 
Pennsylvania, a soldier in the lave war with Great Britain, 
praying fora pension, were taken from the files of the House 
and reterred to the Committee on hivalid Pensions. 

_ Also, the petition aud papers of Nawey Hough in her ow 
right, and on behalf of Audrew Finley, Polly Finley, now 
the wife of Walter Bell, and the widow and ‘children of 
John Piniey, deceased, heirs of Sanrael Finley, decensedy 
who was a Lieutenant in the Revolutionary War, praying 
commutation pay, Were taken from the files of the House 
and reférred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claima. 

' Also, the petition of Charles Donn: Ile, of Westinoreiand 
county, Pennsylvania, Who was a soldier in the ate war 
with Great Britain, praying Congress to grant him bounty 
land, &e. Reterred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of Caleb B. Crumb, and 
twenty-nine others, citizens of Chautauque county, New 
York, praying Congress to establish the rate of postage on 
prepaid letters at two cents per halfeunce, Referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Po-t Roars, 

By Mr. MEACHAM: The peution of votunteers at the 
battle of Platteburg, asking compensation for services. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of E. 8. Englesby and others, in Bure 
lington, Vermont, asking for the reduetion of po-tage. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: A list of 13) vessels relieved by the 
revenne cutter Hanulton, made out by Josiah Sturgis, Evq., 
Captain, from January, 1839, to Janunry, 1850; and stating 
that 15,505 vessels have been spoken and boarded, and their 
papers examined by said Sturgis during the same time. Re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MCLANAHAN: The petition of citizens of Perry 
county, Penasylvauia, for a reduction in the rates of postage, 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut: The petition of Charies 
H. Leeds and others, praying an arrangement for a semi- 
monthly mail to Chagres with the Empire City line. Ree 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 





IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespar, February 6, 1850. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a 

| communication from the Departmentof War, made 

in pursuance of the act of 2d April, 1791, submit- 
ting a statement of the expense of the national ar- 
mories, and of the number of arms and appendages 
made and repaired thereat during the fiscal year 
ending the 30th June, 1849. 

Also, from the same Department, a communica- 
tion made in compliance with the reqitirements of 
the act of Qist April, 1808, and 3d March, 1809, 
showing what contracts have been made under 
the authority of said Department during the year 
1849. . 

The above communications were referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and the motion to 
print them was referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing. 





MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. HALE presented a petition from citizens of 
Cheshire county, in the State of New Hampshire, 
deploring the manifold evils of war, and urging 
Congress to take such suitable action as its wisdom 
may suggest to avert it, by arbitration or a con- 
gress of nations; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented a petition from 

| citizens of the State of Indiana, urging Congress to 
adopt some suitable means to put a speedy end to 
the manifold evils of war; which wae referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
| Mr. BALDWIN presented a petition, signed 
| by 240 citizens, resident at Deep River and its 
| vicinity, setting forth the advantages that have re- 
| sulted to.every land froma sysiem of cheap post- 
age, and urging upon Congress the passage of a 
law to reduce the price to two cents per half ounce. 
| Also, a petition from inhabitants of the town of 
Killingsworth, Middlesex county, in the same 
State, asking a reduction of the rates of postage to 
two cents on all prepaid letters not exceeding one 
half ounce; which petitions were referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. FELCH presented joint resolutions of the 
Legislature of the State of Michigan, requesting 
their Senators and Representatives to use their in- 
fluence to procure the passage of a law requiring 
the proper officers of the Treasury of the United 
States to pay such expenses as were incurred by 
said State for raising and equipping troops, with 
other expenses incident thereto; which was re- 
ferred ta the Commitice on Military Affairs and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W iTCOMB presented a joint resolution 
of the Legislature of Indiana, instructing her Sen- 
ators and requesting her Representatives to use 
their influence to procure a donation oy Congresa 
of 4,000 acres of land in the Miami Reserve for 
the use of the indiana University, in lieu of 4,006 
acres donated by Congress to the President and . 
Trustees of the Vincennes University, out of two 








300 


sections of land previously a“ by Con to | 
the State of Indiana for the use of the Indiana | 
Seminary, in the counties of Gibson and Monroe; | 





which was referred to the Committee on Public || 


Lands and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLARKE presented a petition of citizens 
of Providence, Rhode Island, asking a reduction 
of the rate of postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented seven petitions 
from citizens of that State, asking a grant of land 
to aid in the construction of a railroad from Daven- 
port to Council Bluffs; which were referred to the 
Commitee on Public Lands, 

Mr. CASS presented a petition of Thomas Flan- 
agan, a revolutionary soldier, asking to be aliowed | 


a pension; which was referred to the Committee | 


on Pensions. 
Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a peti- | 
tion of citizens of that State, for a reduction of | 
poatnge; which was referred to the Committee on | 
the Pust Office and Post Roads. | 
Mr. SOULE presented the memorial of the | 





heirs of Wm. F. Megee, asking indemnity for || 


French spoliajions prior to 1800; which was re- 
ferred to the aelect committee. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Augusta, Maine, asking a reduction of the rates 
of postage; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. BRADBURY presented the memorial of || 


: or . | 
cee Kingsbury and other citizens of Port- | 


land, Maine, asking that a pension may be al- | 


lowed to James Wright, for injuries received while || 


acting as chief engineer on board @ revenue cutter; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. | 

Mr. CHASE presented a petition of citizens of | 
Oberlin, Ohio, asking the adoption of measures 
for the amicable adjustment of international diffi- 
culties; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. BORLAND, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill in relation to 
sutiers in the army, and in addition to an act con- 
cerning military contributions in Mexico; which | 








was read a fret _and second time by-ite ttle and |) 4, coming enurely from one secuon of the Union. 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Also, in pursuance of notice, a bill for the relief | 


of Lewis Morris and others, which was read a || 


first and second time by its title and referred to the | 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


RESOLUTION SUBMITTED. 


resolution, which lies over under the rule: 
Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States be re- | 

quvsted to transmit to the Senate copies of all charges or 

complaints made or exhibited tor the removal of J. D. G. | 


1| 
Mr. WHITCOMB presented the following | 
1] 


Nelson from the office which he recently held of receiver || 
} 


of public moneys at Fort Wayne, in the State of Indiana. | 
SLAVERY QUESTION AT THE SOUTH. 


charged withthe duty of submitting to this body | 
the proceedings of a public meeting held in the 
town of Wilmington, North Carolina, without || 
distinction of party, in reference to the questions || 
that are now agitating most deeply the public | 
mind. I will remark, sir, that Wilmington is the || 
largest and most commercial town in the State || 
from which I come. It is a Whig town, and has || 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
} 





been so for the last thirty years, perhaps in all time. | 
This meeting, sir, was compuedl of the leading and | 
most marked men upon both sides of political par- || 
ties, It is a population eminent for its respecta- || 
bility, as my friend from Alabama well knows— } 
eminently marked for its respectability and intelli- | 
gence. These resolutions, sir, are strong; they are | 
aecided. The citizens of Wilmington hold, in com- || 
mon with almost the entire South, the opinion that {| 
we are standing upon the defensive merely in re- || 


| 


gard to the slavery question. No act of aggression || ernment is to go and strip our neighbors of their 


has proceeded from us, and we ask nothing but 
hands off. Hitherto it has been a question of 
mere partisanship, I believe, on both sides. This 
uestion has been agitated at the North, as I learn | 
rom the highest authority, with the view of pro- | 
curing politcal preferment. That may have been | 
so héretofore to some extent in some portions of | 
the South, but North Carolina has never agitated, | 
nor have her Representatives in this Chamber ever | 
agitated the subject, so far as | know, I certainly 
have not. I say that it is almost the universal 
sentiment of the South that we are standing upon 





/ mean to plant our feet, and, with the blessing of 


| regard these aggressions upon us as an abuse to 
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the defensive. Sir, it is no longer a mere question 
of party policy in the South. An overwhelming 
proportion of our people believe that this Govern- 
ment has no power to touch the subject of slavery 
either in the States or in the Territories. But that 
portion of our population that entertain a different 
opinion, and who concede the power to the Gov- 
ernment to act upon slavery in the Territories, yet 





so deep an extent that they will go as far, when 
the day comes to resist, as those who believe the 
power to be a usurped one. Sir, | have said that 
in the incipiént stages of this controversy it was a 





| mere play of party for place and preferment. 1 


think, sir, the entire South has passed that point, 
and all mere questions of party are merged when 

we are brought to the consideration of this great 

question. Ifever the evil shall come that many 
of the best and wisest men in the country appre- 

hend, you will find men of all parties, and of 

every description of politics in the South, stand- 

ing shoulder to shoulder to defend those rights, 

which we mean to defend, which we can detend, 

and which we will defend at all hazards—at all 

hazards, sir. 

Sir, | have heard much about compromises of 
this question. 1 have heardjmuch said about equiv- 
alents and compensation; but it seems to me that 
that conception is based on an unjust, if not an 
entirely false idea of our position. What is com- 
pensauon for? What injuries? Have we done 
anything that the North has a right to complain 
of? Are we to make compensation for the slan- 
ders, for the calumny, for the endangering of our 
firesides for the exciung of domestic insurrection? 
Are we to make compensation for aggressions of | 
this character? No, sir. We stand vy the Con- 
stitution and our rights, and we mean to stand by 
them under Heaven, and under that protection we 
feel that we have the power to maintain them, and 
we will do it, at the hazard of our lives, and at 
the hazard of everything. Everything or any- 
thing will be incurred in preference to dishonor | 
and an ignominious submission to an impudent, | 
arrogant, and unconstitutional interference with 
our rights. , 

I have said, sir, that we regard the aggressions 


We are not in the fault. We have been and are 
now as much devoted as they to this glorious 
Union. 1 speak now for my own State, than 
which none have’ been more luyal to the Confed- 


|| eracy. She has no interest but a participation in 


the common glory of our history, in the perpetu- 
auion of the institutions of this Government. In 


|| the pecuniary and incidental benefits from this 


Government, that many other portions of the 
country enjoy, she perhaps has as limited a par- 
licipauon as any other Siate on the Atlantic ber- 
der; yet not a State in the Union, trom ita earliest 


| history to the present day, has been more loyally 
|| devoted to the preservation of liberty and the 


Mr. MANGUM. Mr. President, I have been || 
I] 


perpetuation of our free institutions than the State 
of North Carolina. Yet sie has not and she will 

not agitate on this question; but if ever the day | 
of acuon comes, mark me, sir, the unanimity | 
will be found complete. Yes, sir; and the craven 
who would not stand by the side of his country- 


men would have failed to stand by them in the || 


days of the revolutionary struggle. 1 pray God 
that day may never come; but | do regard the 
northern country as holding the destinies of the 
Republic in their hands. Sir, | repeat, that there 
will be no division of sentiment at the South, nor 
will there be any divided action, if that me shall 
come, We have reached the point.on which we 
God, we expect to stand upon it, in defiance of all 
enemies who attempt to invade our righis by force 
or otherwise. 

Sir, the pretension that is set up, that this Gov- 


possessions, and tu appropriate them entirely to 
one-half of the Union to the exclusion of the other, 
to say nothing about its injustice, is—lI say it with 
great res a degree of impudence that is un- 
paralleled. It will be nothing, if the principle be 
recognized, but offering a premium for rapacious 
war and a disposition to siriprour neighvors of 
their possessions. Why, sir, with the sacrifice of 
common blood and common treasure, we despoil 
our neighbors of their possessions, and the whole 
benefit 1s to inure te one-haif of the Union, and 
io the practical withholding ef their proportion 





| 
| 








on the table, which motion prevailed. 
| 








peace; but we, in common with all th 
| of the earth, perhaps, have a war spiri 
| strong, aye, and stronger, than any Governme 
/under the sun. Sir, our people have a Military 
| turn—they are fond of military glory and Milita 
| achievements; and’ hold out to that active th 
brave population at the North the premium thes 
| all the spoils of war are theirs, and theirs only ine 
the day will come when spirits will be found 
| agitate the war question quite as strongly as Meas 
are now agitating the slavery question. Sir pe, 
that point, I, as one individual, plant my feet; bad 
I never will recognize, under any force or Y 


© republics 
tupon us ag 


| 
| sure, the right of any one to a i = 
| ’ 5 “i ppropriate entire| 
to one-half of the States the spoils of war; never, 
| sir. 
Sir, it is not for me here to talk about disunion 
'Tam charged with no such duty in my place in 
| the Senate; I have no right evento speculate upon 
the subject or to commit myself to any course 
My duty is more humble within the Constitution, 
which contemplates no such action. Sir, if this 
question should be driven to extremity, my busi- 
| ness is toabide the decision of my countrymen 
| and whatever that may be—for weal or for wo 
| sir, this old frame shall be put upon the altar in 
| common with my fellow-countrymen, 
| I hope the resolutions will be read, and I move 
‘that they be printed; which question goes, of 
| course, to the Printing Committee. 
| ‘The Secretary read the resolutions as follows: 


1. Resolved, That we have witnessed with much anxiety 
the progress of fanaticism and political dishonesty at the 
North, and of excitement at the South, on the subject of 
| slavery. 

Qu. Resolved, That acrisis has arrived when it becomes 

necessary for thinking men at both ends of the Union to 
adopt such discreet measures as may avert the consequences 
likely to flow from this fanaticism, dishonesty, and excite. 
ment; or, if they cannot be averted, so to mect them as to 
diminish as much as possible their neischief. 

3d. Resolved, That the union of the States is not less dear 
to us politically than is life individually, and we will there- 
fore maintain it at every sacrifice but that of principle. 

4th. Resulved, That dear and essential as is life Ww the in- 
dividual, no brave and virtuous man will consent to hold it 
at the sacrifice of honor and principle ; neither can we yield 
up principle and honor, even if the maintenance of them 
should involve the sacrifice of our political and individual 
existence, in the dissolution of the Union and the bloody 
consequences likely to flow therefrom. 

Sth. Resolved, That in the hope that it will lead to some 
|, peaceful and honorable result for the preservation of the 

Union, and if that may not be, in any event to a perfect 
unanimity of action in the southern States, we recommend 
| that a Convention of delegates from the several Congres- 
sional districts in this State be holden in Raleigh, on the 
} 20th of April next, for the purpose of considering this sub- 
| ject, and of appointing two delegates from the State at large 
| to represent North Carolina in the Convention appointed to 
be holden at Nashville, Tennessee, the first Monday in June 
next, and that delegates be appointed for each Congressional 
district in this State by conventions holden in said disiricts 
to represent said districts in the said Convention to be held 
at Raleigh. 

6th. Resolved, That fifty delegates be appointed by the 
chairman of this meeting to attend the district convention 
to be holden in Wilmington, on the second Monday in 
March next. 

7th. Resolved, That the chairman also be authorized and 
requested to appoint a committee of thirteen, to be called a 
committee of safety. 


Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I object to the re- 
ception of the paper. I suppose in that case the 
question must first be taken on its reception. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The reception of 
the paper is objected to. The question is on its 








| reception. 


r. HALE. I wish to say a word or two on 
this motion, When I first took my seat in the 
Senate, and was charged by my constituents with 
the presentation of a petition asking any action or 
expressing any sentiments favorable to any action 
on the subject of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia, or anywhere else, objection was made to ils 
reception, and a motion made to lay that question 
And, sir, 
one of the first individuals who expressed his opin- 
ion as to the course of proceeding in presenung 

titions or “memorials of that character was the 

nator from North Carolina, who has just now 
taken his seat. He took occasion, sir, upon the 
presentation of papers of that character by my- 
self, to say that up to that time so judicious had 
been the course of the Senate—adopted, I think 
he said, afier consultation among the leading men 
on both sides of the chamber—that they had come to 





| an understanding that when any petition or memo- 
rial of that character, looking to the action of the 
Government in any way in relation to the subject 
of slavery, was presented, the question of recep- 


Feb. 6, | 


from the other. Sir, the policy of this count. 
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NT lee eee re nee ee Cra TE oe a ee 
‘jon should be considered as raised at once, and a | mere notification, and ask no action on the part of | tee on Cominerce heing allowed a clerk, the Com- 


otion made to lay it on the table, and thus they 
on quietly, peaceably, and harmoniously. 
Pj he said, too, that he regretted that there had 
heen such a revolution in any remote State of this 
Union as, by accident, had thrown such a fire- 
brand as myself into this Senate. Well, sir, I 


heard it all,and submitted to it; and such has been | 


the course of the Senate. Thus far, every paper 
joking in the remotest degree to any action of 
the Government, Or presenting here any opinions 
of individuals adverse to the institution of slavery, 


has, 


be applied to us north of Mason and Dixon’s 


jing; if it is improper, unconstitutional, and rep- | 
rhensible to bring petitions and memorials here | 


fom the north. country expressing opinions un- 
qvorable to the institution of slavery, I ask if it 


is not equally proper that petitions and memorials | 
coming from south of that line, and looking to a || 


jiferent action on the subject, should* receive the 
same fate? | am not mistaken about the character 


of these resolutions, although they are not so defi- | 


nite in their terms as,they are when appended to 
the speech of the honorable Senator in explana- 
tion of them. He says they all look to, and refer 
to the agitating questions which now divide this 
country. They declare, sir, that the good State 
of North Carolina, which has had so high a eulo- 
gum passed upon her, and from which I do not 
feel any wish to detract, that same loyal old North 
State has at last waked up to the aggressions 
of the North. Sir, I wish that the intelligence 
of North Carolina had given its ,attention to 
the inquiry and pointed out what are those 
aggressions. : 
laid its finger on a single word, letter, or line, 
that was spoken or written at the North, that 
contemplated any aggressive action by this Gov- 
ernment on this instutution, The honorable Sena- 
tor seemed to say, and he did say most distinctly, 
that the South in its position only occupied the 
defensive. 1 confess, sir, 1 am not so well versed 


inthe dictionaries as are some gentlemen, but if || the Senator from Kentucky. 


the course of the North on this subject is aggres- 
sive, while that of the South is defensive merely, 
I confess | am poorly skilled indeed in this chap- 
ter of definitions. He says that all they ask at 
the South is * hands off.” That is all we want 
at the North, sir, ** hands off.’? Talk about our 
being aggressive! The history of this Govern- 
ment will show that the course of the North, from 


the first institution of the Government, from the || 


first adoption of the Constitution down to the 
present ime, has been concession, and concession, 
unl now our very women and children reproach 
us with the pusillanimity which permits our 
rights to be trampled upon here by the action of 
this Government. We have conceded, and con- 
ceded, and yielded, until nothing is left to yield, 
and now we are told in substance that if we do 
not come forward and take hold with our own 
hands, and help in extending this institution of 
slavery—that it we do not identify ourselves, soul 
and body, in all the responsibility belonging to its 


existence, perpetuity, and eternity, we are aggres- | 


sive, and that the Union is to be dissolved. 

I raise the question of reception, and move to 
lay that question on the table, and I shall vote 
against it. I raise it merely that the Senate may 
have an opportunity of administering the same 
jusice to the South that we of the North have 
had to take, whether we would or not. 1 ask for 
the yeas and nays on the motion. 

Mr. MANGUM. Will the Senator withdraw 

motion to lay on the table for a moment? 

Mr. HALE assented. 

Mr. MANGUM. I have but one remark to 
make. As to all this affair of concession on the 
“rtofthe North, the merest school-boy in our 
— knows that there is very little in it. The 
ifference between this case and those referred to 
y the Senator, where the question of reception is 
raised and that motion is laid on the table, is just 
this, and it will be seen that they present two dis- 
Uinct questions: These memorials from the North 
invoke action on the part of Congress; these reso- 
ean invoke no action whatever. That is the 
“'stinction. ‘Those from the North ask for an 
werposition of Congressional action to do—what ? 
bel t nearly one-half of this Union, if not more, 
ae has no right to do under the Con- 
stution, ese resolutions are designed as a 


the question of reception being raised, been | 
laid on the table. Now, sir, if such is the rule to | 


I wish, if it could, that it had | 


|| Congress. ; 
|| Mr. HALE. 1 renew the motion to lay the || 
| question of reception on the table. 
| The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Sen- | 
|, ate refused to lay the question of reception on the | 
' table by the following vote: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bradbury and Douglas—2. 
NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Ber- || 
rien, Borland, Bright, Cass, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Clemens, l| 
, Cooper, Corwin, Davis of Mas-achusetts, Davis of Missis- |) 
sippi, Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge of lowa, Dodge ot Wis- || 
|, cunsin, Felch, Foote, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Houston, Hun- || 
ter, Jones, King, Mangum, Mason, Miller, Morton, Nortis, || 
Pearce, Pheips, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Smith, 1 
Soulé, Spruance, Turney, Upham, Wales, Waiker, and || 
|| Whitcomb—428, i 
The resolutions were then received, laid on the | 
table, and the motion to print them referred to the || 
| Committee on Printing. 1 
ADMISSION OF LADIES. 1] 
| Mr. MANGUM. I move, sir, that the indul- || 
|| gence which was granted to the audience yester- || 
|| day, during the remarks of the Senator from Ken- || 
tucky, be extended to the ladies by a temporary |) 
| Suspension of the rules to-day. A young and || 
gallant body like this, | suppose, will be ready to | 
| accord this privilege at once. [Laughter.} | 
|| Mr. HOUSTON. I second the motion. It was || 
|| my intention, if the Senator from North Carolina || 
|| had not anticipated me, to have made the motion || 
myself. 


|| The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved that | 
|| the rules of the Senate be suspended, so as to ad- || 
|| mit the ladies from the lobbies to the floor. It is | 
/one which requires unanimous consent for its | 
_ adoption. 

r. FOOTE. A single remark, Mr. President. } 
|| This motion addresses itself to not only the gal- |, 
'| lantry of the body, but to its sense of justice. ‘I'he || 
ladies were admitted yesterday, and participated || 
| in the intellectual banquet then spread for us. || 
| They were all dismissed before the feast closed, and || 
| L insist upon it that, in sheer justice, they should be } 
| admitted to hear the continuation of the speech of 


| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
no objection, and the motion will be considered as || 
adopted. 
| Ladies were accordingly admitted to the privi- || 
leged seats, and to ladies the circular gallery was |) 
| exclusively devoted. 


MR. CLAY’S COMPROMISE. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration | 
| of the special order, being the resolutions submit- | 
ted by the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Cray.] | 
Mr. Cray resumed and concluded his argument | 
| in their support. Hus speech will be found in tiie |) 
| Appendix. After Mr. Cray had concluded, 
| On motion, the Senate adjourned. 











| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
| Tuurspay, February 7, 1850. 


The Journal of yesterday (which was very long) || 

was read. 
Mr. MILLSON rose to a correction thereof. || 

His name (he said) was recorded in favor of the 


| 


mittee on Public Lands (of which he was a mem- 
ber) should also be allowed aclerk. And he’ was 
understood now to claim the floor. 

The SPEAKER stated, that to secure action 
upon anamendment to any proposition pending be- 
fore the House, that amendment must be reported 
to the House from the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. COBB withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. BURT inquired of the Chair, if the previous 
question had been ordered. 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. BURT said he was sorry for it, and ex- 
pressed the hope that it would be voted down. 

The question was then taken on the demand for 
the previous queation, but no quorum voted. 

Tellers were asked. 

Mr. JONES moved that the resolution be laid 
on the table. 

And the question on that motion having been 
taken and decided in the affirmative, 

The resolution was laid on the table, 

The SPEAKER proceeded to call the commit- 
tees for reports, commencing where the call had 
yesterday been suspended—with the Commitee 
on Commerce. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. PHGCENIX, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported the following bill, which was read 
twice, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 


| the state of the Union, made the order for to- 


morrow, and ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bill to return the duties on merchandise in un- 
broken packages, destroyed by fire in the city of 
New York, in July, 1845. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, reported 
the following bills; which were read twice, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House, mate the 
order of the day for to-morrow, and ordered to be 
printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of E. Pavenstedt and Schu- 
macher; and‘ 

A bill for the relief of Ferguson & Milhado. 

Mr. BOUWLIN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported the following resolution ; which 


| was read and adopted, viz: 


Resolved, That the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office be, and he is hereby, authorized to withdraw so mucB 
ot his late annual report as embraces the geulugiea! report 
of Dr. D. D. Owen, with the view to enable corrections of 
discovered errors to be made and the report to be completed 
before printing. 


Mr. POTTER, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported the following res- 
olution, which was read and agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requested to 
furnish to this House a aynop-is of the contracts made for 
the transportation of the maths by steamboat between New 
York and Chagres, and between Panaina and San Fraveieco 
and Oregon. 

Also, to furnish jnformation as to ghe amount of money 
advanced upon such contracts, the amount of service ren- 
dered under such contracts and by what vessels, the times 
of arrival and departure, the points at which they have 
touched in their trips, and the amount of revenue derived 
from the transportation of the mails to Caliiornia and Ore- 
gon. 


On motion by Mr. POTTER, the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads was discharged 
from the further consideration of the memorial of 


i 

| amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
| CarTeER,] limiting the amount to be paid for the 
| original manuscript of Washington’s Farewell 





The Journal was corrected accordingly, and was 
then approved. ; 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, called for the 
regular order of business. 


COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, 


The SPEAKER said that the business first in 
order was the resolution reported yesterday from 
the Committee on Commerce by the gentleman” 
from Maryland, (Mr. McLane.]} 

The résolution wuthorized the Committee on 
Commerce to employ a clerk, at the usual com- 
pensation, until the 30th of April next. 

The resolution having been read— 

Mr. McLANE asked for the previous question 
on the adoption of the resolution, and expressed the 


ao that 1t would receive the acquiescence of the 


tion with the Speaker, of which nothing could be 
heard on the leftof the chair. Mr. C. had yester- 


ouse. , 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, held some conversa- || 


|| the citizens of Cincinnati, praying for the erection 

| in said city of certain public buildings for the use 
| of the Government; and it was reierred to the 
| Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, reported 
a bill for the relief of Brown & Tarbox; which 
was read twice and committed to the committee 
of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HEBARD, from the same Committee, re- 
pases a bill to pay James S. Graham and Walter 

innall the sum therein named; which was read 
twice and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 
| Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, from the Com- 
| mittee on the District of Columbia, reported back, 
|| without amendment, Senate bill to. enuble the 


i} 
tt 
| 


} 
i 
i 


7] 
; 


| 

|| trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church of 
| Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, to hold 
|| certain property in said town, for the purpose 
|| therein stated; whieh bill was read the third time 
|| and passed. 

|| Mr. INGE, from the same committee, reported 
| a bill to renew and continue in force the charter 


Address. He had voted in the negative. 


day indicated an amendment which he desired to | of the Potomac Insurance fempeny of George- 
er, providing that, in the event of the Commit- || town, in the District of Columbia; w was read 
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twice, referred to the Committee of the Whole | 
House, and ordered to be printed. 








THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


On motion by Mr. SWEETSER, the Committee | 


on Public Expenditures was discharged from the 


On motion by Mr. SAWTELLE, the Commit- || further consideration of the memorial of Wm. 


tee on Revolutionary Claims was diacharged from | 
the further consideration of the memorial of the 
citizens of North Carolina, praying for the pas- 
sage of a law to indemnify the citizens of that | 
State who suffered by French spoliations prior to |, 


Foreign Affairs. : 

Mr. 8. also, from the same committee, reported | 
a bill for the relief of the heirs of General Thomas | 
Sumter, late of South Carolina, deceased; which 
was read twice, committed to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and the | 
bill on report accompanying were ordered to be | 
printed. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, from the Com- | 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims, made an adverse | 
report on the petition of Sarah Bowler, of New | 
York, praying indemnity for losses sustained by | 
her father by the depreciation of Continental mo- | 





ney received in payment for his services. The || 


report was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. | 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported | 
a bill for the retief of the legal representatives of | 
Colonel John Stone; which was read twice, re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House, and, | 
with the report accompanying, ordered to be | 

rinted. | 

Mr. MILLSON, from the same committee, re- | 
ported a bill for the relief of the legal representa- | 
tives of Colonel Willis Riddick, deceased; which | 
was read twice and referred to the Committee of | 
the Whole House. 

Mr. MILLSON, from the same committee, | 
made adverse reports in the following cases, which | 
were ordered to lie an the table and be printed, viz: 

On the memorial of the heirs of Moses Mathews, 
praying indemnity for property destroyed during | 
the war of the Revolution. 


On the petition of Gideon Bentley, for compen- 
sation for his services as a minute-man during the 
war of the Revolution. 


| 
| 
CONTINGENT FUND. 

Mr. BISSELL, from the Committee on Public 
Expenditures, reported the following oie | 
Viz: 

Resolved, That five thousand copies of the report of the | 
Clerk of this House, showing the disbursements out of the | 
—- fund tor the year 1849, be printed for distribu- 
tion. 

The resolution having been read— | 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, suggested that 
an amendment should be made to the resolution | 
providing forthe printing of the two reports of the | 
Clerk of the House of Representatives of the | 
Thirtieth Congress, in relation to the disposition | 
of the contingent fund. He believed it would be | 
conceded that he (Mr. J.) wus one of the number | 
of those who were opposed to all unnecessary ex- | 
penditures of the public money; but this was a | 
document which ought to be printed and placed in | 
the possession of the people. If gentlemen would | 
look back to the two last general appropriation | 
bills, i weuld be seen that the sum of about four | 


hundred thousand dollars had been appropriated | 
for the contingent expenses of this House. 
Mr. WEN THROP rose to a point of order. He | 


believed, he said, that the rule of the House was || 


that the Commitiece on Printing should have charge 
of prepositions to print an extra number of a doc- | 
ument. ’ } 

The SPEAKER said that the law required that | 


all proposinons for printing an extra number of || 


enpies should be referred to the Committee on 
Printin 


Mr. JOHNSON said, he 80 understood, but he | 





Wilson, of Connecticut, praying that the Protestant 
University of the United States be endowed with a 
grant of land; and it was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. MORSE, from the Committee on Private 


H. Barrett, of Georgia, which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House. 
Mr. RUMSEY, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, was understood to have made an ad- 
| verse report in a case—name not heard. 


THE CENSUS. 


Mr. HOUSTON sent to the Speaker’s chair a 
| resolution, which was read, proposing that so 
| much of the late annual message of the President 
| as related to the taking of the census be referred to 
a select committee, to consist of five members. 

The resolution having been read— 

The SPEAKER said that it was not in order, 
the subject to which it related not being now before 
the House. That subject had been referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and was under its consideration. - 

Mr. HOUSTON inquired of the Chair whether 
it was in order to move to refer so much of the 


| 
1800; and it was referred to the Committee on | Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Richard 
| 


|| message as related to this subject? 


Mr. VINTON suggested, that the gentleman 
might perhaps attain his object by moving first to 
discharge the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union from so much of the Presi- 
dent’s message as relates to the subject. 

The SPEAKER said, the motion could only be 
entertained by general consent. 

Mr. HOUSTON said, his only reason for offer- 
ing the resolution was that the subject might be 
acted upon promptly. Under the resolution of the 


|| chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
|| (Mr. Bayty,] the subject had been referred to that 


committee. His (Mr. H.’s) sole object was to 
accelerate action upon it. He moved, therefore, 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of that portion of the President’s mes- 


ange: ; 
r. PRESTON KING objected to the motion 
at this time. 


h Mr. BURT, from the Committee on Military 


Affairs, reported a bill to authorize the appoint- 
| ment of four additional Commissaries of Subsist- 
| ence; which was read twice, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
| mittee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the 
relief of John G. Wilkinson; which was read 
| twice, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the report accompanying, or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report in the ease of Mrs. Janet H. De 
Kay; which was ordered to lie on the table and be 

printed. 

. On motion by Mr. STANTON, the Committee 
on Naval Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Thomas G. Lay- 
ton, and it was referred to the Committee on Mil- 
| itary Affairs. 

Also, from the further consideration of the peti- 
| tion of James W. Low; and it was referred to 
| the Committee on Commerce. p 
| Mr. LEVIN asked the consert of the House to 
| withdraw from the files the petition and papers in 
| the case of Mary Reeside. 

Objection was made. 

On motion by Mr. BOYD, the Committee on 


understood also that this resolution was before the || /¢'ritories was discharged from the further con- 


House for its adaption. 


ae 


sideration of a memorial from Ohio, in favor of 





Mr: WINTHROP. submitted, moreover, that || making a grant of land to each of the free negroes 


no resolution providing for the printing of an extra 
number of copies (except of the President's mes~ | 
sage) could be acted upon'on the same day on 
which it was offered. 


of the country; and it was’ ordered to lie on the 
table, 

On motion by Mr. BOYD, the said committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of a 


The SPEAKER said, no; if objection was | memorial in reference to Indian lands in Minne- 
, ’ , 


made to the consideration of the resolution it must | 
lie over. Le 

Mr. JOHNSON. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr. Wixtarer] @bves not want any | 
of bis communications to be exfosed; he saw that 
I was marching up to it. “I want to get at more of 
these communications if I can. 33 Gs 

The resolution was laid over. 


| 
| 





| sota; and it was referred to the Committee on In- 


| dian Affairs. 
TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 


| Mr. BOYD asked leave to introduce a resolution 
| providing that the 13th and 14th days'of March 


next be set apart for the consideration of business 


| relating to Oregon and Minnesota. 


| Mr. EVANS, of Ohio, from the Committee on 





Pensions, made an adverse report on the 






of Aaron Keeler for a pension; which Co ’” 
Wered ‘to lie ow the table bnd'be Slane ve & 

On motion by Mr. WALDO, the Committe 
Revolutionary Pensions was discharged ines = 
further consideration of the memorial of Dar 
Belding, the heir of Moses Belding, deceased. ~ 
. how te gt to the Committee on Revolutionary 

Mr. WALDO, from the same commi 
adverse reports in the following cases, aan 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed, viz: ” 

The petition of Daniel Story fora pension: 
aioe ee of John Guleck for alteration of 

pension laws; 

The petition of Mirabel Chandler fo 
pension; 

The petition of Catharine Claiborne, the wido 
of Major Richard Claiborne, for a pension, r 

Mr. WALDO, from the same committee, re. 
ported a bill granting a pension to Avery Downer 
which was read twice, referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House, and, with the report accom a: 
nying, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SACKETT, from the Committee on Revo. 
lutionary Pensions, made adverse reports in the 
following cases, which were ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed, viz: 

On the petition of Elizabeth Patterson the 
widow of James Patterson, deceased, praying for 
a pension for the revolutionary services of her late 
husband; and 

On the petition of Lawrence Van Dyck, heir of 
Joachim Van Valkenburgh, deceased. 

Mr.SACKETT, also, from the same committee 
reported a bill for the relief of Samuel Dewey; 
which was read twice, referred to the Committes 
of the Whole, and, with the report accompanying 
ordered to be printed. ” 

On motion by Mr. SACKETT, leave was granted 
to take from the files the papers in the cage of 
Hector St. John Beatty; and they were referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. HAY, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, reported the following bills, which were 
severally read twice, referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House, and ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Henry T. Evans; 

A bill for the relief of George Cassady; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin B. Smith; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin F. Wesley. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report in the case of Abijah T. Bolton for 
a pension; and it was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WALDEN, fromthe Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported the following bills, which were 
severally read twice, referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House, and ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Lewis Hastings; 

A bill for the relief of Eliphaz C. Brown; 

A bill for the relief of Camfield Averill. 

Mr. W., from the same committee, made ad- 
verse reports on the following cases, which were 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed, viz: 

On the aks of Walter Hatch, of Chatauque, 
New York, for arrears of pension; 

On the petition of Wilham Roberts for a pen- 
sion; and 

On the petition of Marcus Spaulding, an invalid 
pensioner, for an increase of pension. 

Mr. AVERETT, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
William Slocum, of New York; which was read 
twice, referred to the’ Committee’ of the Whole 
House, and, with the report accompanying, 0 
dered to be printed. ' 

Mr. AVERETT also, from the same commit 
tee, made adverse reports in the following cases, 
which were ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

On the petition of March Flarrington; 

On’ the petition of Robert Rose, of Ohio; and 

On the petition of Samuel T. Winslow. 

On motion by Mr. FEATHERSTON, it was 

Ordered, Tt-at the petition and papers in the case of Vol. 
W. Hopkins be taken from the files of the House and r 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

‘Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, made an adverse re 
port on the memorial of the citizens of Cincinnall, 
praying for the of a law to extend the jur's- 
diction of the United States, in certain cases, over 
all the navigable lakes and rivers in the United 
States; and it was ordered to lie on the table. 
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1850. 


“\r, SCHENCK, from the Committee on Naval 
fairs, reported a bill directing the Secretary of 

Navy to purchase from Professor James P. 
fspy his patent ri ht for the Conical Ventilator, 
fe the use of the United States; which was read 
iwice and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Inyalid Pensions, reported a bill for the 
yenefit of Joseph D. Ward; which was read twice 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole 

e. 
Pos LEFFLER, from the Committee on Inva- 
jd Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Skel- 
ton Felton; which was read twice and referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House, 

Mr. L. also, from the same committee, made an 
aiverse report on the petition of John Forrest for 
a pension ; which was ordered to lie on the table 
and be printed, 

On motion by Mr. MATTESON, it was or- 
jered that the petition and papers in the cases of 
Aaron Stafford, Beaty N. Halstead, Warren 
Raymond, and Parmelia Slavin, be taken from 
the files and referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. MATTESON, the petition 





and papers of Gideon A. Perry were ordered to | 


ye taken from the files and returned to the peti- 
oner. 

: On motion by Mr. WALLACE, it was ordered 
that the petitions and papers in the cases of Cap- 
tain Robert Wilson and Daniel Carroll be taken 
from the files and referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. ROBBINS, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
to connect Fort Mifflin with the main land, in accordance 
with the draft and estimates made by Major Bache, nowin 
the hands of Colonel Abert, Chief of the Topographical 
Bureau. 


EXPENSE OF COLLECTING THE REVENUE. 


Mr. BAYLY offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That all debate in the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union on the joint resolution of 
the Senate, No. 1, limiting the expense of collecting the 
revenue from customs for the present fiscal year, shall cease 
at two o’elock on to-morrow, the 8th inst., (if the committee 
shall not sooner cCOMe to a Conclusion upon the same ;) and 
the committee shall then proceed to vote on such amend- 
ments as may be pending, or offered to the same, and shall 
then report it to the House, with such amendments as may 
have been agreed to by the committee. 

The resolution having been read— 
Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous ques- 
tion, 

There was a second, the main question was 
ordered, and (being taken) the resolution was, 
adopted. ' 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the House again 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union,(Mr. Porrer in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
joint resolution “limiting the expense of col- 
lecting the revenue from customs for the present 
fiscal year,’? and the amendment thereto pend- 
ing. 

Mr. VINTON was entitled to the floor, but 
yielded for the momentto— - 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, who sent 
to the Speaker’s table an amendment, which he 
intended to offer. 

Mr. VINTON then resumed the floor, and ad- 
dressed the committee as follows: 

Mr. VINTON said, that the act of 3d March, 
1849, introduced a new system of paying for the 
expenses of collecting the revenue from the customs 
and the public lands. 

Before that law went into effect, the expenses of 
collecting the customs were paid by the collector 
out of the moneys received by him, and the residue 
or net income only found its way into the public, 
Treasury. By the act passed in March last, all 
tae received from the customs and from all 
miscellaneous sources are directed from and after 
the Ist of July, 1849, to be paid over into the 


’ 


ae and it is made the duty of the Secretary, 
oe the Treasury annually fo submit estimates to 


ngress, to defray the expenses of collection, and 
on these estimates Congress is required to make 
Specific appropriations to carry on this branch of 
he public service, which appropriations are drawn 
from the Treasury like all other moneys for other 
Departments of the Government. = a 
very branch of the public service has been here- 
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| ago. 


tofore provided for, and carried on, by means of 
what are usually denominated specific appropria- 
tions made by Congress from year to year; in 
which, every head and item of expenditure. comes 


sum of money is appropriated for each specific 
object as Congress may deem peneaets In this 
way, the whole expenditures of the public money 
come under the searching scrutiny of Congress, | 
| 
i 


annually under the review of Congress, and such 1 
| 


and it enables the legislative power to decide what 
retrenchments or reforms are necessary in any de- 
partment of the Government. 

This has been the mode of appropriating for the 
Army, the Navy, the Judiciary, the Legislative 
and Post Office Departments. Till 1836 the Post 
Office was an exception to.the general system, and | 
its. expenses were defrayed directly out of its in- 
come, without the money going into the Treasury. | 
In that year this Department was subjected to | 
specific appropriations, founded on detailed esti- | 
mates from the Postmaster General for that ser- | 
vice. 
tion of the customs and of the revenue from the | 


public lands, has formed the only exception to this || 
The act of the 3d of March re- || q ; 
|| Ways and Means to this subject, ina letter to 


general system. 
quiring the gross receipts of the customs and the | 
public lands to be paid into the Treasury, and the | 
expenses of managing them to be paid for by spe- | 
cific appropriations, has reduced the whole public | 
expenditures to one uniform system. Itis a most | 
valuable law, and ought to have been passed long | 
But while it brought the collections from the | 
customs under the general sy tem, the law pro- | 
vided for an exception of a character that does not | 
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Since that time, the expense of the coilec- | 
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this proposition, I will answer a question that per- 
haps every gentleman has already put to himself: 
Why was this limitation on the expenditare in- 
grafted on the act of 3d March last? With your 
permission, | will give .its history. When the 
tariff bill of 1846 was under the consideration of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury wrote a letter to their chair- 
man, from which I wiil ask the Clerk to read so 
much as relates to the expenses of collecting the 
revenues from the customs. lt bears dute-on the 
23d of February, 1546, and is as follows: 


«In compliance with your request, I send you the detailed 
estimates under the pregsres bill for reducing the duties 
heretofore transmitted, The net revenue is estimayd at 
$23,927 493—the expenses of coliection at $1,515,605, being 
$53786,4 less than the last fiscal year, notwithstanding the 


|| supposed increase of importation, but under the proposed 


bill that reduction of expenditures can and will be eflected 
by this Department,’”’ 

The committee will notice, that the Secretary 
uses the very strong and positive language, that if 
his proposed tariff bill was passed, that reduction 
can and will be effected by this Department. 

On the 16th of the next month, Mr. Walker 
again called the attention of the Commitee of 


their chairman, which is as follows : 


“Sir: In my ictter of the 23d of February last to you, 
the statement was maue, that the expense of collecting the 


| revenue could be reduced $537,864 below the expenditures 


|| of the last fiscal year. 


apply to any other branch of the public service, | 


sum of $1,560,000. When we consider the grow- 
ing commerce of the country, the expansion of our | 


| which is a provision that in no future year should || 
| the expenses of collecting the customs exceed the 


settlements, and our new ‘Territories to be settled, | 


and the new and accumulated duties that are al- 
most every year devolved on the collection service, 
it is, in principle, just as absurd to impose such a 
limit on it as it would be to enact that in all ume 
to come the expenses of the Army, the Navy, or 
the Post Office Department, should not exceed a 
specified amount. That limitation is now known 
to be insufficient, and, Congress wi|l be obliged im- 
mediately to recede from ut, or the most disastrous 
consequences will result from it, to the great detri- 
ment of the public interest. The joint resolution 
from the Senate now before us, aud the amendment 
of it proposed by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, ail have for their object to modify the ef- | 


To insure this result, | respectfully 
recommend that a clause be inserted in the new tant? hil 
limiting the expenses of collecting the revenue under that 
bill to a sum not exceeding 31,520,000.” 

“The sum expended in collecting the revenue ia now 
almost exclusively within the diseretion of the Seeretary of 
the Treasury, the payments are frequently made merely 
upon his written order, without the intervention of those 
cheeks appertaining to the liquidation of other accounts, 


}| and the payments are not reguiated by specific app opria- 
|, tions made by law, as in other cases, 


Iu my opaion, the 
expenses incident to the colléction of the revenue should 
be regulated by specific appropriations, and the payments 
tnade subject to the checks applicable to the setdement of 
other accounts. ‘This great reform can only be introduced 


| by the legisiation of Congress; butit you think proper to 


fect of thati Imitation temporarily, and ull the end |) 


of the present fiscal year, a little more than four | 
and a half months hence. The adoption of either 
will amount to substanually the same thing. In- 


stead of the sum of $1,060,000, the joint res- | 


olution proposes. to appropriate for this year | 


a sum equal to the expenses of collecting the | 


customs in the fiscal year ending June 30th, 
1848. Under an impression, which arose from | 
an error hereafter explained, the Committee of | 


Ways and Means—believing that the expenses | 


of collections incurred in the first half of the 
present fiscal year had considerably exceeded | 
half of the expenses of the year 15438, which | 
were two millions one hundred and thirty-two 
thousand dollars, so as in fact, instead of leaving 
half of this sum, to put only eight hundred and 
furty thousand dollars at the disposal of the Treas- 
ury Department for the last half of this year— 
proposed the amendment now pending, which is, 
to allow for the expenses of the last half of this 
year asum equal to one half of the whole ex- 
penses of the year 1843... In the year 1548 the 
collection of the customs was confined to the At- 
lantic side of the continent. Since that we had | 
added what will doubtless prove to be the very | 
expensive districis of California and Oregon, The 
effect of the resolution as it came from the Senate, or 
of the amendment proposed by the Commitee of 
Ways and Means, would be, to compel a curtail- 
ment of the expenses far the residue of the year 
by a sum equal to all of the expenses incurred on 
the Pacific coast. ord 
_The amendment now offered by me proposes to 
except California and Oregon, 30 as to give the 
same sum for the Atlantic service that was ex- 
pended in the same district of country two years 
ago. And the immediate question now before the 
committee is, whether the exception that | pro- 


| 
} 
| 
i 
{ 
| 
i 
| 
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pose shall be made. Before proceeding to discusd 


} 
| 
| 
| 


require the codperation of this Department, it will be cheer- 
fully granted.”’ 


The committee will bear in mind that the two 
objects proposed to be accomplished by the Sec- 


_ retary in this letter were, the saving of expenses in 
| the collection of the revenue, and wa pranets for 


them by specific appropriations. . To effect this lat- 
ter object, he protiers his aid to the committee. it 
is hardly necessary to say, that the Committee of- 
Ways and Means were in favor of reforms so 
very desirable. He was informed by the chair- 
man that his recommendations met the approba- 
tion, of the. committee; and on the 25th day of 
May following he addressed another letter to the 
chairman, as follows: 

“Sin: Having been informed by you that the suggestions 
made in my lever of the 16th of March last, so far aa re- 
garded the limitation of the expenses incident to the col- 
kk ction of the revenue, and the regulation of the same by 
law, met the approbation of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, I enclose a provision for carrying the suggestions 
into effect. 

This provision, it is believed, should be appended az a 
new section to the bill reported by the commitiee for re- 
ducing the duties on imports, If that bill showld not be- 
come a law, and the provisions of the present tariff remain 
unaltered, the expenses incident to the collection of the rev- 


| enue, including drawbacks, fishing bounties, and atlow- 


| 
| 








| 





ances, cannot with safety be limited to the sum new pro- 
posed by tbis Department.” 


The provision which he inclosed in that letter to 
carry into eflect his, former recommendations, 
and which he. desired should be ingrafted upon 
the tariff bill then pending, was in these words: 


‘Be it further enacted, That the amount te be disbursed in 
payment of the expenses incidental to the collection of the 
revenue shall not exceed in the whole, for the fiscal year 
énding the 30th of June, 1847, of for any fiscal year succes d- 
ing, the sum of one million five hundred and twenty thou- 
sand douliars, and that the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
have full power to diminieh any branch or item of said ex- 
penditures so as to bring the aygregate amount within the 
limitation above mentioned; and that hereatter te Weole 
gross amount of the public noney® by whomsoever received 
or collected shall be paid inte the Treasury, and all expenses 
incident to. the collection of the revenue, not exceeding the 
amount above stated, shall be paid out of any moneys ih Ure 
‘Treasury wot otherwise appropriated, and the acecunts 
thereof shail be rendered to the proper seccounting Officers 
of the Treasury for adjusunent by them,’’ 


It is hardly necessary to say, that this proposi- 
tion was a total departure from his recommenda- 
tion to provide for the expenses of collection by 
specific appropriations, to effect which, he had prof= 
fered his aid to the Commitiee of Ways and 
Specific appropriations would have 
brought every branch of the collecticn servide 
under the review of Congress, and enabled. it ta 
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decide where and to what extent reductionsand re- | 
trenchment should be made. Instead of that, how- || 
ever, the proposition sent to the committee to be- 
incorporated in the tariff bill, proposed to put the 
pullic money at bis command by a standing and 
permanent indefinite appropriation, and would, had 
it become a law, have armed the Secretary of the | 
Treasury with absolute power. He might have | 
abolished collection districts, cut down all allow- || 
ances provided for by law, and scattered the whole 

éoliection system to the winds, if he had been so | 
disposed. The tariff bill became a law; but it is || 
scarcely necessary to add, that this proposition was || 
not ingrafted upon it. The Secretary seems to have || 
imagined that the new tariff law would, in some || 
way, cause a great reduction in the expenses of col- 
leetwon; but he does not explain how. 
tariff law went into operation on the Ist December, || 
1846. In his annual report to Congress, made in that | 
month, he seems to have passed over the subject of || 


The new |! 


the reduction of the expenses of collecting the reve- 
nue, under the new tariff, without notice. The act 
had become a law but a few days before, and of || 
course he had not had time to make those savings 
which he seems to have thought could be effected | 
under the new tariff. Having got the new law into 
operation, the Secretary applied himself to the busi- 
ness of reducing the expenses of collection. I have 
no doubt he was sincerely desirous of success. A 
year passed away, during which time he had || 
ample opportunity to study and understand the 
working of his favorite system of ad valorem du- 
ties, and to apply to itall the retrenchment of ex- || 
pense which was practicable. In his annual report | 
on the state of the finances presented in December, 
1847, he made the following important announce- 
ment to Congress, to which 1 beg leave to call the || 
particular attention of the committee. He says: 


* Diminishing expenses being one of the best means of 
improving the fiaances, the charges of collecting the revenue | 


| 


from custams have been caretully examined, and every | 
retrenchment made compatible with the public interest. | 
The saving thos ¢ flected, notwith-tanding the vast increase | 
of business, will amount, it is beheved, to neatly $500.00 | 
per aunoms; not by reducing wages or reasonable compen- || 


sation, but by dispensing with every officer or agent not ab- 
sclutely r quired for the public service ; by curtailing the 
expense of the revenue marine ; by introducing a more rigid 
and perfect system of accountability; by classifying the ex- 
eco and arranging them i tables under distinet 
heads; and above all, by subjecting them to the same checks, 
ander the supervision of the accounting officers of the Treas- 
ury,as apply to apprupriatio is made by law, in regard to || 
which Cong: ess will, no doubt, be guided by that wise and | 
enlightened economy so important at this time to the main- || 
tenance of the public credit.” 


of what he proposed to do, but a statement of | 
what he had actually done; that he had made every 
retrenchment compatible with the public interest, | 
by dispensing with every officer or agent not ab- || 
solutely required for the public service; by cur- | 
tailing the expenges of the revenue marine, &c. | 
This report was referred to the Committe of | 
Ways and Means. Afterwards, a bill was re- | 
ferred by the House to the Committee of Ways || 
and Means, on the motion of a gentleman not now | 
a member of the House, [Mr. McRay,] then a || 
member of the commitiee, and which provided || 
that the gross revenue should be paid into the || 
Treasury, and the expenses of collection paid for || 
out of specific appropriations founded on esti- | 
mates to be furnished bry the Secretary of the Treas- || 
ury—and limited the expenditures to the maximum || 

' 

| 


} 
| 
| 

Now this is not a communication to Congress ] 
| 
| 





sum of fifteen hundred and sixty thousand dollars. | 
This sum was arrived at by deducting half a mil- | 

; lion of dollars from the expenses of collection in the || 
previous fiscal year. The statement of the Secre- || 

tary of what he had done in the way of retrench- | 
ment was received and acted upon by the commit- || 
tee as a fact officially verified. |The bill passed | 
the House about the middle of March, 1847, and | 
remained in the Senate till the middle of August, || 
when, on the adjournment of Congress, it was || 
left in that body ‘among its unfinished business. | 

- It remained in ‘that body till the last day of the | 
jast session, when it was there, with some |! 
amendments of dates to adapt ‘it to the year that 
had expired since it left the House. These amend- 
ments were agreed to, in the confusion and haste | 
that always attend the close of the session, with- | 
out attracting any particular attention; certain it is || 
that I de not recollect anything about it. It will be | 
borne in mind that Mr. Secretary Walker made | 
this report to Congress in the last month of the | 
second quarter of the fiscal year which ended on | 
the 30th of June 1848. When, at the end of that || 











|| been passed long ago: 


| his predecessor. 
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year, the expenses of collection came to be footed 
up, it turned out that, notwithstanding every re- 
trenchment had been made by him compatible 
with the public interest, and every officer and 


| agent dispensed with, not absolutely required for 


the public service, instead of a reduction of half a 
million, the‘actual expenses of that year went be- 
yond those of the preceding year some seventy 
thousand dollars. 

The design and policy of this law was to require 
that all the moneys collected for the Government 


|| should be paid into the treasury and accounted 


for, and that none should be paid out without the 
consent of Congress specially given. It is, as I 
have already suid, a wise law, and ought to have 
But the facts which I have 


| stated prove conclusively that the limitation on the 


expenditures to the sum of $1,560,000 per annum, 


|| was incorporated into the bill in consequence of 


a mistake into which the Secretary had fallen in 
assuming that he had made a reduction in the ex- 


ye of collection, which the sequel showed he 


ad not made, and could not make. I have not 


|| gone through with this detail of facts for the pur- 
| pose of assuiling the late Secretary; very far from 
| that; but for the purpose of vindicating myself as 


one of the Committee of Ways and Means who 


agreed to this limitation, from any imputation of 
| having acted in the matter without reliable in- 


formation to stand upon. To say or insinuate 


‘| here that Mr. Walker had communicated to Con- 


gress officially a fact which he knew to be untrue, 
would be to charge him with a high crime and 
misdemeanor. So far from that, | believe he was 


| sincerely devoted to the public service, and I have 
|, no doubt he honestly believed this statement in his 


report to be correct. When he stated he had 


|; made this great reduction of near half a million, 


he did not intend to deceive Congress, but was 
himself deceived as to the result of his attempt at 
retrenchment. 

I have gone through with this narrative, also, 
for the purpose of showing the true circumstances 
in which the present Secretary took possession of 
this branch of the public service. From which it 
must be apparent that every charge brought against 
the present incumbent for not effecting reductions 
will recoil with equal and even greater force on 
But the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means comments in pretty 
strong terms on the supposed extraordinary ex- 
penditures of the present Secretary, in the first 
half of the present fiscal year over past expenses. 

I admit, Mr. Chairman, that the facts in the 

ossession of that gentleman, at the time he made 
en speech, justified him in saying that the ex- 
penses of this branch of the service had been in- 
creased in the first half of the year. At the same 
time, I trust, it is in my power to show that, in 
fact, there has been no real increase of expense, but 


| only a nominal increase, growing out of the new 


system of keeping the accounts at the Treasury, 
to adapt them to the change made in the very law 
we now have under consideration. Under the 
old system, all the moneys collected by the Gov- 
ernment officers, for storage, cartage, &c., were 

aid out again by the collector without being paid 
into the Treasury. The deficiency only, that is 
to say, such sum only as the receipts from storage, 
cartage, &c., fell short of paying for this head of 
service, was paid out of the Treasury. And the 
deficiency so paid at the Treasury was all of 
the expense which the Treasury accounts showed 
to have been incurred for this purpose. 

Since the act of the 3d of March last went 
into effect, and for the first half of the present year, 
all the money received by the collector for storage, 
cartage, &c., is paid over into the Treasury, and 
the whole pay is drawn out of the Treasury to 
meet these expenses. Now lam informed, that 
the amount of storage, cartage, &c., is very large 
—some two hundred and fifty or three hundred 
thousand dollars. All that is paid out for these 
objects, I have already*said, now appears in 
the Treasury accounts as expense ; but to get at 
the true comparison of expense between this year 
and the preceding year, the sums received into 
the Treasury the present year must be deducted 
from the charge against the item. Taking out 
that and the supposed increase of warehousing 
expenses, and the estimated expenses for Calli- 
fornia, and the expenses of collection this year 
are so far no greater, and probably less than last 
year. On the morning after the joint resolution 


Feb. 7. 


had passed the Senate and come to the 
Secretary of the Treasury had nae on 
having charge of this -branch of the expendi 
to furnish him with a statement of the ex 
of collecting the revenue in the first half 
year, so that he might see how much the 
tion left at his disposal for the second half. Th 
clerk gave to the Secretary a trué statement with, 
out adverting to the fact that this chan os h ; 
taken place in regard to this item of expentinn 
nor do I know whether the clerk knew it was 
Secretary’s object to get a comparative statement, 
Be that as it may, the statement was taken as the 
true amount of expense for the first half of i 
year. Taking the sum of twelve hundred and 
ninety-four thousand dollars, which thus a 
peared to have been expended in the first half 
of this year, from the whole expense jn ]g4g 
left only about the sum of eight hundred and forty 
thousand dollars for the residue of the of 
The Secretary addressed a note to the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, informj 
him how much had been expended, and how 
mueh would remain under the Senate’s resolution 
subject to his command; and upon that note the 
amendment reported by the committee was predi- 
cated, and had for its object to give him a sum for 
the second half of this year equal to one half of 
the whole expense of the year 1848. Now, | 
suppose that | might have known that the law re. 
quired this change, but it did not occur to me an 
more than to the Secretary; and I presume it did 
not occur to the chairman, for if so, his frankness 
and candor would have induced him to state it, 
instead of complaining of an actual increase of ex. 
penditure. I thought the chairman in his speech 
showed pretty clearly that there had been an in- 
crease. called on - Secretary for information. 
I knew that since the year 1844 there had been 
no’ increase of the number of inspectors except a 
few added by law, perhaps, in 1846, to the num- 
ber in New Orleans. I found, on inquiry, thatthe 
increase in the pay or emoluments of those em- 
ployed in that branch of the service would amount 
to a very inconsiderable part of such an increase— 
in fact almost a trifle. I requested that the items 
of the accounts of the first half of this year and of 
the first half of the last year might be reviewed 
and compared, as it was certain’ that would show 
where the increase was, and probably lead to a 
clue to explain what was wanted. It so turned 
out; the large item of expense, for storage, cart- 
age, &c., charged the first half of this year, com- 
pared with the corresponding period of last year, 
explained the whole difference. It also serves to 
explain the increased estfmated expense for the 
next fiscal year, of which the chairman also com- 
plained. The expense of that year is estimated 
at twenty-seven htindred and fifty thousand dol- 
lars. Now, if to the sum of two millions two 
hundred thousand, which were the expenses in 
1848-9, there be added for storage, cartage, &c., 
say two hundred and fifty thousand; for the 
expenses ,in California two hundred and fifty 
thousand; and fifty thousand for increase of ware- 
housing by the Government, if that be not dis- 
pensed with; and for increase of business in new 
districts likely to be established at the present ses- 
sion,—and we have the sum of twenty-seven hun- 
dred and fifty thousand doliars, without there be- 
ing, in fact, any increase of expenditure in the old 
service. 

[Mr. DISNEY here inquired what amount was 
paid out for storage in the first half of this year, 
and what in the first half of the last. , 

Mr. VINTON said (in reply) that he was in- 
formed that the amount paid out in the first balf 
of this Pa! was about one hundred eighty-one 
thousand dollars, and the amount paid out in the 
corresponding period last year about seventy-nine 
thousand.]} 

Mr. V. resumed, and said that he thought the 
explanation now given would be satisfactory, ® 
therefore he should bestow no further 
upon it, but to another topic. : 

Mr. BAYLY here said that if he (Mr. Vinrox] 
had saying further to say on that topic, he 
wished him to say it now, as he [Mr. B.] sh 
dispute his conclusion. 

r. VINTON said, if the gentleman could not 


»the 
clerk 


tureg 


of the 
resnly. 


understand what he had now said, he despaired of 


enlightening him; that any one might deny thata 
twelve o’clock sun shined, and call for proof. 


I will now, Mr. Chairman, ask the attention of 
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